
2021 AWARDS
DENA SPECHTENHAUSER - STANLEY ELEMENTARY - $1,500
Instruments for All 
The Instruments for All Grant through Education Edge will provide complete full classroom set of for Ukuleles, Boom
Whackers, Shaker Eggs, and Djembes, plus replace a depleted, dilapidated set of jingle bells for over 450 students in
grades K-5 and special education students who join them.  The goal of this program is to enable all students per class,
in this Title I school, to unite in cooperative learning through a wide variety of rhythmic and melodic activities; versus half
of the class participating at a time.  With all students participating learning will increase because off-task behavior issues
will be reduced.  Additionally, the disciplines associated with whole group ensembles will permeate other cooperative
learning in other academic disciplines.

EMILY BAHL - WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY - $1,500
Increasing Reading Fluency and Comprehension Through Take Home Book Bags
This program will provide biweekly book bags to low-income, at risk 4th grade students so they can practice oral
reading fluency and comprehension outside of school hours. Students are performing below grade level in reading
fluency, which affects their success in all content areas and can have lasting effects on the way they feel about school. I
am requesting funds o purchase books, vinyl bags and labels, copy paper, and rewards/incentives to start the take
home book bag program.

EMILY RUNYAN - L'OUVERTURE ELEMENTARY - $1,500
Indoor Sensory Paths
The goal of the program is to improve cognition through sensory awareness, improving academic performance and
decreasing problem behaviors. If awarded funding, we would present the different sensory paths available for
purchase to teachers, and purchase the ones that the majority voted on obtaining.  Please navigate to
www.thesensorypath.com to get an example of what these paths look like. The  population served would be all
students attending L'Ouverture, roughly 300 students (although this school year, this number would admittedly be less
because we do have a large population of students attending MySchoolRemote).

CHRISTOPHER GARZA - HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500
Robotics Program Competition Expansion
The funds awarded will be utilized mainly to upgrade our Vex Robotics “brains” from the version 4, Cortex, to the
current version, version 5 or V5. This will be in support of a Robotics program that will allow the school to participate in
the Vex Robotics and SkillsUSA competitions. The intended populations are those who are most underrepresented in
the engineering and technical field but make up a significant portion of the general population of the school. 
 Specifically, students who are targeted are African-American, Hispanic, Low-Income, active military dependents, and
potential first generation college students. The number of students will vary with the number that step up to participate,
but with the requested materials, the total number of students we will be able to support in a Robotics program will
grow to 16. The material would make having a Robotics program more feasible due to being able to support a “critical
mass” of students. This program would hopefully inspire these students, who are generally underrepresented in the
engineering workforce, to take additional engineering courses and enter college as engineering seeking students.

KASEY CANDEA-KROMM - EARHART - $1,500
Expanding Nature with Children Fiction & Non Fiction Text Resources for the Classroom
I would use the funding to purchase fiction and non-fiction books that support all areas of our environmental magnet
focus. If I am awarded a grant the entire student body (400 students) of Earhart would benefit as I have all students in
class on a weekly basis. The goal of my program is to teach our students about different ecosystems, how humans
impact our planet, and what they can do to keep our planet healthy.



2021 AWARDS
MEGAN BERNDT - GAMMON ELEMENTARY - $1,500
An Outdoor Literacy & Emotional Regulation Environment for Gammon Elementary 
In the middle of our school, there is a 30 by 30-foot outdoor atrium that is an unusable space, being overgrown by
weeds and a broken fountain. Gammon Elementary wants to transform that space into a multipurpose space where
kids will have a safe place to go to calm down and progress their thoughts using emotional regulation activities. Last
year, our school achieved Lighthouse status as a Leader in Me school. We encourage our students to be leaders in
their own learning & we have seen so many kids take ownership of their choices and meet their goals. Because of our
diversity of ELL learners and low-income students, we have a lot of students who struggle with reading, emotional
regulation, and making good behavior choices. Because of that, we want to create a outdoor classroom where student
& teachers can partner together to increase reading proficiency and decrease the amount of students pulled out of
school due to behavior incidences as we meet the two district goals: to increase 3rd grade reading proficiency and
ensuring that schools are trusted as safe places.

CHRISTY GOENTZEL - MEAD MIDDLE SCHOOL - $1,500
Building A Current & Relevant Library Collection
Students need access to current books and topics that they are interested in in order to promote thinking and
exploration as well as to support what they are learning in the classroom. Currently, students are not accessing
informational books in the library because many are outdated. Building a stronger, newer collection will benefit all
current and future students at Mead - to help them become better readers and gain the skills they need to be
successful and graduate from high school. Outdated books can be removed from the collection without adding more,
but this would leave the non-fiction section empty and with holes in topics students are interested in. Replacing
outdated titles will bring not only Books but a fresh look to a section that has been overlooked in previous years. This
has created a lack of interest from students in books that are informational and educational.

KEVIN LOSS - DUNLAP TRANSITION CENTER AT CHISHOLM - $1,500
Chisholm Life Skills Audio Visual Lab
The funding will be exclusively used to purchase audio/video equipment to serve students with mild to moderate
disabilities. This includes students with Autism, Down’s Syndrome, and Traumatic Brain Injuries. We would initially
impact 60-100 students as is the number of enrolled students based on 2020-2021 figures, but the actual secondary
and tertiary number of students served would be well into the thousands. Our plan is simple: teach students the
fundamentals of AV recording and editing and then get students with disabilities in front of the camera where they can
showcase their personalities and share their stories about disability. The plan would be to create a student-powered
web digest that would be hosted on YouTube.

PAULA MEIROWSKY - SELTZER ELEMENTARY - $1,500
E-Books for remote students
The funding, if rewarded to our school would go towards purchasing e-books.  The population that would use
the e-books, is a little over 400.  The overall goal is to have students access books at home during the pandemic.

NICHOLAS GREEN - WEST HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500
Esports Support
Esports at West High school is taking off. We have over 60 students who expressed interest in participating but we do
not have the resources to bring all of these kids into the program. To help build the program into something stronger, I
want to provide the kids on the teams with the best possible gear I can. I would like to purchase high end mice and
keyboards, just like the ones used by the professional teams across the country. I believe that by having access to the
same gear that the professionals do, we will show the kids how dedicated the school and the district is towards building
this program into something meaningful.



FY 22 AWARDS
MONICA GROSS - ROBINSON MIDDLE SCHOOL - $1,500
Predicting which types of habitats are best for increasing animal biodiversity  
The project will serve approximately 776 students at Robinson Middle School. The Title I school has a diverse
population (307 whites, 135 Hispanics, 195 blacks, 90 Asians, 72 of two plus races, and 6 other). There are 498
free/reduced lunch eligible students. The influence of the project may be augmented through a school-wide
presentation, emails, and social media. Students will predict which types of habitats they think are best for increasing
animal biodiversity: ones with Kansas native plants or ones with nonnative plants. Students will grow the two types of
habitats. Through careful monitoring, the attraction of animal biodiversity to the two habitats will be evaluated.
Additionally, students will learn about cycling of matter through the environment as they complete field studies. Then,
students will develop models for the water and carbon cycles based upon their understanding. Funds will be spent on
plants, trowels, a watering can, and delivery.

RYAN WILLIAMS - EAST HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500 
Fostering Connection Through eSports
The funding would be used to help facilitate learning in our new eSports program. In addition, it will help provide equity
for students competing in eSports by giving them an opportunity to compete on a level playing field with their peers.
The overall goal of my program is to create a connection for students to East through eSports. Students from any
demographic or sub-category can participate in eSports. This grant will allow 40-60 students improve their academics,
attendance, and foster a positive connection with our school. Students would have the opportunity to develop team
building skills, take leadership roles and even earn scholarship money through our eSports club, class, and competitive
teams. Having the opportunity to use the funding you provide; I will be able to buy equipment necessary for learning
and performance at the highest possible level during competition. 

JENNIFER LARSEN - NORTHEAST MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500
Magnet Day Guest Artist 
I intend to use the funding to host a guest artist speaker at our school for our annual Magnet Day where we will put
together a project that all students will participate in school wide. This project will have an impact on the Wichita
community and students at Northeast and other schools in the Wichita Area. 

AMANDA HARCUS - HORACE MANN DUAL LANGUAGE MAGNET - $1,500 
Growth Mindset Through Sewing 
This project will teach 4th-8th grade gifted, bilingual students how to sew using a sewing machine, but more importantly
they will learn how to develop a growth mindset in the process. Gifted students are more likely to be perfectionists. This
often leads to a fear of failure, which in turn results in fewer gifted students who are willing to take academic risks. These
behaviors could keep them from reaching their full potential throughout their academic career and beyond. They will
learn how to break a large project down into smaller goals, how to overcome mistakes and setbacks, and how to use
their new skills to plan for larger projects, all in a safe and creative environment. The ability to take risks, make mistakes,
and develop confidence will have an immeasurable benefit throughout their life and future academic endeavors.

TAMMY GORGES - HAMILTON MIDDLE SCHOOL - $1,500 
Motivating students through expanded classroom libraries 
The funding provided will create a classroom library in a self-contained special education ELA middle school classroom
at Hamilton Middle School. The goal is to increase student graduation likelihood by increasing access to high interest
reading material. The students will help to maintain the library and will be responsible for their chosen duties. I expect
student reading scores to increase at a higher percentage rate than previous academic years.
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ELIZABETH NOBLE - LITTLE EARLY CHILDHOOD - $1,500
Meeting Social-Emotional Needs During Screenings 
We will purchase new equipment for the Health Room at Little that will allow us to better meet student social-emotional
needs and complete more Pre-K hearing screenings at school. Many of our students have substantial sensory needs
and increased anxiety with activities that are outside of their classroom routine (such as hearing screenings or
injury/illness visits). Currently, the Health Room does not have student-friendly equipment to help decrease anxiety
during screenings and other high-stress situations. We will purchase a variety of sensory items that will provide visual
and tactile stimulation for students to decrease their anxiety in the Health Room. Our hope is that by meeting these
varied social-emotional and sensory needs, students will be more able to participate in the screening process at school.
Having more students complete the screening at school (without a referral) will increase learning time in the classroom.

SARA WHARTON - HAMILTON MIDDLE SCHOOL - $1,500
Project Lit 
The Hamilton Project Lit Book Club will be open to any 6th-8th grader that would like to participate. The grant funding
will provide the opportunity to purchase high-quality culturally relevant books that affirm and value students. The goal of
the Project Lit Book Club is to create safe spaces to have courageous conversations as we strive to better ourselves and
our communities. We will empower students to launch and lead Hamilton’s Project Lit Book Club and serve as Lit
Leaders in our community.

TREY THOMPSON/ELISE KRATZ - EARHART ENVIRONMENTAL MAGNET - $1,500
Prairie Library & Book Walk 
The goal of this project is to create opportunities for students to be in nature, expose students to new stories, ideas,
and concepts through text, and provide a space for families and community members to interact with these concepts,
the land, and each other. The funds of this project would be used to purchase a small classroom library for each class
at Earhart as well as outdoor library located in a native prairie, which is accessible to the students as well as the
surrounding community. Additionally, the project would fund signage and books to create a book walk through a
prairie at Earhart. This project will impact all 420 students from PreK-5, with 57% free/reduced lunch eligibility, and a
reading proficiency level of 38%.

KINSEY COLCLASURE - SOUTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500 
Ensuring access to Marketing Applications  
To purchase a portable coffee cart to sell beverages before and after school.  This will help the Marketing application
students apply their knowledge. Future use includes, responsibilities with point-of-sale system, customer service,
inventory, and various needs for running a small business. Future use of co-curriculum lesson plans would be another
method of student learning that involves more than the marketing students.

SARA MILLER - ISELY TRADITIONAL MAGNET - $1,500 
Engaging students with engaging text
If awarded the funding, it will be used to purchase novels for 100 fourth graders at Isely Elementary. Our goal is to
provide literature to increase student reading proficiency by 25% and to sustain interest with quality texts. Our students
are a diverse population and include students with physical and learning disabilities, students with behavioral concerns,
ESOL, some low-income, and gifted.
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CAMERON RHODES/KIM WILLIAMS - CALDWELL ELEMENTARY - $1,500 
A macro intervention to reduce school  absences and negative behaviors 
A school can be one of the most safe and consistent environments in the life of a growing child. Unfortunately, some
students are unable to access the education granted to them because of factors outside their control. This is especially
the case for students from low-income homes or environments stricken by generational poverty. A few of these factors
that plague these environments are trauma, misbehavior, and truancy. With the funds from the Education Edge Mini-
Grant we would create a school store that would have basic need items that students could purchase with a credit they
earn just by coming to school. This macro intervention would be implemented school-wide (K- 5th Grade) to reduce
the rate of school absences with the hope of sustaining this program to address other needs in the building as they
arise.

BILL LOUDERMILK - EAST HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500 
Exposing students to Industry Standard Culinary Equipment  
Grant funding will be used to purchase a commercial mixer for use in the culinary classrooms at Wichita East High.
Currently the largest mixer that we have is a 5 qt. Kitchen Aid mixer which only allows for small quantity batch
production. Our goal is to provide a more realistic experience for students that relates to what they would experience
in the foodservice industry. The experience would include not only production size but likeness of equipment that they
would see and use in the working environment. The mixer is a 20 qt. size which will enable the students to experience
products made in bulk which reflects industry expectations and standards. The culinary classes have an average of 700
students per year which include Culinary Essentials, Baking and Pastry 1 & 2, Culinary Arts & Apps.

KIMBERLEE HUGHES - MAYBERRY MIDDLE - $1,500 
Maximizing new device usage in social studies 
If awarded, I will use the funding to purchase external microphones, tripods for iPads, green screen material and
recording pods. The overall goal of my project is to provide the necessary materials needed to create videos for my
students to demonstrate their level of understanding of the learning targets in each instructional unit. Roughly 120 8th
grade students (sped, grade level and honors) will be impacted.

STEVE SMITH - ALLISON TRADITIONAL MAGNET MIDDLE - $1,500 
Increasing engineering knowledge through VEX Robotics 
This grant will allow our robotics program to purchase VEX robotics sensors to increase programming and design
opportunities for students in Introduction to Engineering classes and our school’s VEX robotics teams. Students will
design, build, program, test, and improve robots to solve unique problems by gathering and responding to information
from the environment. VEX has recently developed new, powerful sensors which allow the robots to detect distance,
rotation, acceleration, color, and proximity. Incorporating these sensors will allow students to work with equipment
similar to what is found in industry. This new equipment will increase student engagement by giving them more
relevant tools and more design choice in their projects. An interesting and engaging STEM education will encourage
more students to advance into other Career Technical Education (CTE) classes in high school and college.
Approximately 100 diverse students would use this equipment each year.

JERRY WEHRY - NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500 
Advancing the technical field of theatre through various stage designs 
Our Project is designed to make our theatre space more adaptable to teach our students the variety of working on
multiple types of stage layouts. At NW High we currently have the standard Proscenium Stage. The stage has audience
on one side looking at a squared off stage.My hope is to build more stage out into part of our audience and create the
ability to make both thrust (Audience on three sides of stage) and Arena (Audience on all four sides of stage)
staging.This would allow the entire world of the practical education at performance of all the types of theatre. We have
two shows next year that will look way better in these other formats.
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BOYD TEEMANT - SOUTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500 
Sand pit for JROTC, PE and Counseling 
Funding would provide multipurpose sand pit for Southeast JROTC program, the P.E Department, and the Counseling
Department. The JROTC program at Southeast has 350+ students each year and is highly regarded for the leaders and
highly awarded for city wide and regional competitions. The P.E. Department has about 600 Freshmen per year, and
approximately another 400 students in Lifetime Sports, Weights, and Aerobics classes.  The PE Department has plans
to use the sand pit for outdoor volleyball during the Fall and Spring months in both the PE and Lifetime Sports
Classrooms, or for fitness purposes for Weights and Aerobics classes. The Counseling Department at Southeast meets
with over 50 students for IEP or 504 students for direct and indirect services to treat multiple mental health and service
behavior goals. Some of these students have severe autism and have detrimental externalizing behaviors and
aggressive behaviors.

MICHAEL MEYER - HAMILTON MIDDLE SCHOOL - $1, 500 

DAVID MANETH - MAYBERRY MIDDLE - $1,500 
Finding a Digital Voice in the Digital Age of Communication 
During COVID, I attempted to adapt my instruction on Digital Photography from using classroom DSLRs to each
student’s mobile device. Because of the gap between students with and without smartphones and the capabilities the
phones, some subjects became more theory instead of hands-on assignments. Since Mayberry is a magnet school, we
draw students from all over Wichita, so my classes consist of students from all levels of haves and have nots with a “Free
or Reduced” percentage from 65 to 72% on average. This means some years we get Title 1 funding and other years we
do not. No matter what their home situation, I want my students to get a chance of using some of the same equipment
they might find in the working world so they can stand out from other applicants.

Innovation Nation  
In light of Ted Dintersmith’s book, What Schools Could Be, we ask the question: What skills and character traits do our
students need? Our school needs to offer students interest-based learning opportunities. The best option is our after-
school program. We want to offer students life and jobs skills such as basic woodworking, auto maintenance, cooking,
crafting and more. Some programs will be short-term while others will be long-term based on student interest and
adult supervision/instructors. We will need basic supplies such as tape measures, hand tools, craft supplies, etc. to
make this happen. Our project will generate greater interest in school because the students own their learning. These
choices will lead to higher graduation rates because students will want to be in school to work on their projects. Now is
the time to capture the minds and hearts of our students by letting them take the lead in their education.         

BROOKE BALDWIN - SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL - $1,500 
Yoga4Titans 
This grant would fund the equipment necessary to start a school-based yoga and mindfulness program to support
safe and healthy students. The identified goals of Yoga4Titans are as follows: to ease anxiety and tension, to have
opportunities for reflection, patience, insight, and self-regulation thereby reducing impulsivity and reactivity, and to
engage in character building activities that support social and emotional intelligence. These benefits directly impact the
district’s strategic goal of ensuring that schools are safe places and consequently, the goal of increasing the graduation
rate. The target population of this grant are any South High students who wish to participate in Yoga4Titans. Initially,
twenty students could participate at any one time. Yoga4Titans will be taught by a certified Registered Yoga Teacher,
200-hour. In addition, the instructor will have a 95-hour Children’s Yoga Teacher certification. Yoga4Titans will meet
during club time at least one time per week.
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CYNTHIA PANEK - WOODLAND/LINWOOD - $1,500 
Allowing accurate demonstration of art techniques 
My intention for the funding is purchasing a document camera. The document camera allows accurate demonstration
of the art technique students are learning to create and improve their art projects. The document camera will assist me
to increase student engagement teaching the elements and principles of design in a sequential order to provide Art
students the building blocks for middle and high school. One of the outcome measurements will be 80% of students
actively completing the Art project they start. Students will improve their reflection of their work through writing and
drawing. I will complete a teacher assessment checklist to inform students of their progress. Woodland is a Title 1
school. Students may have little experience with drawing, cutting, coloring, gluing or painting. I teach approximately 300
students K-5 at Woodland. The timeline for purchase is August with progress documented and reported in January
and June of 2022.

GUY STURDEVANT - NORTHWEST HIGH - $1,500
Maximizing student access and experiences in CTE & PLTW programs 
3d printing has quickly become a vital design, prototyping, and manufacturing tool. From bioengineering to aviation
prototyping and custom automotive parts manufacturing, 3d printing offers the chance to democratize production,
enable young creators, and revolutionize healthcare. The goal of our program is to maximize student access and
experiences with this technology in our CTE and PLTW programs. By expanding our stable of printers from one aging
printer to include modern representatives of the two most common 3d printer technologies we can transform what is
a very limited access program into a thriving, innovative hub of student design and expression and nearly triple our
student contact time with 3d printers. These printers would allow over 120 students in our CTE & PLTW pathways to
get significant hands-on experience with this technology every year. These experiences will be invaluable in preparing
students for the engineering and manufacturing career fields of the future.


