
Good evening families!  This is a terribly stressful time for everyone and we hope this message finds you all safe and 
healthy.  All of this information has been a lot to digest for many families.  The packets from the district (starting today 
and every week following) are generalized skills practice for students.  A means to allow all students the ability to 
sharpen their skills and also have the potential to deepen their knowledge.  They are not something that is 
required.  They do not get turned in – they are for student benefit only.   
 
It is our hope with the explanation that follows, that we might be able to allow you to grasp what can be done during 
the remaining school year.  To illustrate a recommended plan for a student, we have provided a ‘hypothetical grade 
scenario’ below: 
  
English 1 (56.91% F) 
Biology 1 (96.27% A) 
Algebra 1 (88.65% B) 
Drawing and Painting (73.78% C) 
World History (67.4% D) 
PE (94.8% A) 
Computer Graphics (99.76% A) 
French 1 (75.27% B) 
Advocacy (92.11% A) 
  
Per the district:  A student cannot receive grades for the fourth quarter that are lower than those that are posted for 
their third quarter marks.  
  
What this means for this student, is that at worst case scenario, they would keep 4 A's, 2 B's, 1 C, 1 D, and 1 F for the 
fourth quarter (they could raise their grades by working with their individual teachers!).  With that said, it would be in 
the best interest of this student to raise some of their grades as well as try and learn some of the potential missing 
material.  Obviously, it would be nice to see their English grade rise (as well as the D and the C)!  Even though this 
student has an A in four classes, it would still make sense for them to know what the potential 2-3 units of missing 
knowledge they would have in those classes.  This will allow them to continue to work and learn in all of their classes so 
they are better prepared for the next school year.   
  
STUDENTS HAVE THE ABILITY TO RAISE THEIR CURRENT GRADES - They just can't lower. 
  
Our suggestion:  All students should reach out to all of their teachers via email (if they haven't heard from them already) 
regarding the plan for the remainder of the school year.  Many teachers currently use Google classroom and will be 
working through that platform to work and communicate with students.  I think that you will find that most (if not all) 
will have work set up and ready to go for the final quarter.  We would suggest that each student work on this material to 
stay sharp on their skills as well as raise their current grades potentially (thus raising their overall GPA).   
  
Please let us know if you have any further questions.  Stay safe and healthy! 
 
Administrative Contacts: 
Eric Hofer-Holdeman (Principal):  ehofer-holdeman@usd259.net 
Mark Cotton (Assistant Principal; Seniors and Freshmen (last names A – C)):  mcotton@usd259.net 
Stacey Steffes (Assistant Principal; Juniors and Freshmen (last names N – Z)):  ssteffes@usd259.net 
Stephen Parks (Assistant Principal; Sophomores and Freshmen (last names D – M):  sparks@usd259.net  

 
If you choose to get the district packets as well, then please read the information below regarding packet pick-up (from 
the district).  Hope this email has been helpful! 

 
  

mailto:ehofer-holdeman@usd259.net


**How can you get the packets: There are two ways to access these learning packets – 

 1) Paper copies will be distributed Monday-Friday from 11:30am to 12:30pm at all 18 of our food distribution 
sites. In addition, they will be available at all middle schools, K-8 schools and high schools (high school material 
only). 

 2) Electronic copies are available on our continuous learning site (usd259.org/WPSlearn) as of today (3/27/20), 
which also includes additional learning resources and links to online curriculum tools that students are 
accustomed to using during the traditional school day. 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usd259.org%2FWPSlearn&data=02%7C01%7Csparks%40usd259.net%7C7f53337119e6438d110608d7d2a74ae6%7C4c8e5fff833944f18c5a7cf5e537e6da%7C0%7C0%7C637209488282230536&sdata=Rr65rEdO3weUTDEWmgrXr3yTrTQTx4ZRpr8QGRdpPFk%3D&reserved=0

