
EXPLORATORY 7th Grade 
Visual Arts 7/8 (1 Semester or All Year) 
Visual Arts 7/8 courses provide to students activities that foster creative expression, communication through 
artistic endeavor, and appreciation of culture and heritage. Activities may include those that enable students to 
refine their technique, increase their artistic vocabulary, express themselves and their world view, make 
connections to other content areas, develop their own aesthetic, and strengthen their critical abilities. Specific 
course content conforms to state/national visual arts standards. Visual Arts experiences include, but are not 
limited to drawing, painting, printmaking, fibers, ceramics and sculpture. Over the span of 2 years, each quarter of 
Visual Arts 7/8 offers different projects and media to explore with distinct quarterly outcomes. Advanced students 
may enroll all four semesters, as course is repeatable.  
 
Band 2  (All Year) 
Students will continue developing tone and technique on their instruments to prepare for the demands of eighth 
grade and high school band performance. Required performances usually include evening concerts, school 
assemblies, and festivals, including district solo/ensemble and large group festivals.  
 
Choir 2  (All Year) 
Students in this course will learn the basic elements of music and vocal performance. School concerts, evening 
concerts, or other public performances may be required. Students may also be asked to purchase a choir outfit.  
 
Orchestra 2  (All Year) 
Students will continue developing tone and technique on their instruments to prepare for the demands of eighth 
grade and high school orchestra performance. Required performances usually include evening concerts, school 
assemblies, and festivals, include district solo/ensemble and large group festivals.  
 
Physical Education 2  (1 Semester or All Year) 
This course builds on the 6th grade Physical Focus curriculum. Outcomes for students include developing self-
directed and responsible learners who can be team players that interact positively and cooperatively with others.  
Sample units from the 7th grade curriculum include Heart Healthy Games, Disc Golf, Basketball, Team Handball, 
Pickleball, Rhythms, and Self-Defense. 
 
Explorations in Technology 2  (1 Semester) 
Students will learn about engineering design process. Students will participate in coding projects using microbits 
and Ozobots.  They will learn about algorithms, flowcharts, and basic coding. In addition, they will design, build, 
and race Co2 cars.  
 
Student Technology Leadership – Robotics  (1 Semester) 
While enrolled in Robotics, students will strive to make their robotic creations come to life. Students will use their 
programming and collaboration skills to create original works and solve engineering problems using the 
engineering design process. The students will define the problem, generate concepts, develop a solution, create a 
prototype and test a prototype. They will also evaluate, innovate, and present their findings to others. It also gives 
the students the opportunity to compete in academic competitions against other middle schools and high schools. 
 
Student Technology Leadership – Video Production  (1 Semester) 
Students will collaborate with classroom teachers to create products such as animations, digital videos, and web 
pages to be used in classroom instruction.  Student technology leaders also assist with hardware and software 
support throughout the building. 
 
Spanish 1A  (All Year) 
This course introduces students to the Spanish language and culture. As a result, students will develop insight 
into their own language and culture. Students will reinforce and extend their knowledge in other content areas 
through Spanish. Finally, they will use Spanish within and beyond the school setting. 
 



EXPLORATORY 8th Grade 
Visual Arts 7/8  (1 Semester or All Year) 
Visual Arts 7/8 courses provide to students activities that foster creative expression, communication through 
artistic endeavor, and appreciation of culture and heritage. Activities may include those that enable students to 
refine their technique, increase their artistic vocabulary, express themselves and their world view, make 
connections to other content areas, develop their own aesthetic, and strengthen their critical abilities. Specific 
course content conforms to state/national visual arts standards. Visual Arts experiences include, but are not 
limited to drawing, painting, printmaking, fibers, ceramics and sculpture. 
 

Band 3  (All Year) 
Students will continue developing tone and technique on their instruments to prepare for the demands of eighth 
grade and high school band performance. Required performances usually include evening concerts, school 
assemblies, and festivals, including district solo/ensemble and large group festivals.  
 

Choir 3  (All Year) 
This choir is a performance-based class. Students will develop vocal music skills centered on performance in the 
choral setting. School concerts, evening concerts, or other public performances may be required. Students may 
also be asked to purchase a choir outfit.  
 

Orchestra 3  (All Year) 
Students will continue developing tone and technique on their instruments to prepare for the demands of eighth 
grade and high school orchestra performance. Required performances usually include evening concerts, school 
assemblies, and festivals, include district solo/ensemble and large group festivals.  
 

Physical Education 3  (1 Semester or All Year) 
This course is the final tier of the Physical Focus curriculum. At this level, the curriculum framework is completed, 
giving students the knowledge and skills to enjoy a physically active, healthy lifestyle.  Students are taught to be 
efficient and effective movers who are respectful of others and confident of their own performance. Critical 
thinking skills are developed throughout each of the Focus Areas. Sample units in the 8th grade curriculum 
include Aerobics, Cross Training, Lacrosse, Soccer, Floor Pong and Fencing. 
 

Explorations in Technology 3  (1 Semester) 
Students will work with cutting edge technologies to familiarize themselves with concepts, tools, and technologies. 
Students will learn about engineering design process. Students will participate in projects using advanced coding 
and app design. They will also learn about basic automation and robotics.  
 

Student Technology Leadership – Robotics  (1 Semester)  
While enrolled in Robotics, students will strive to make their robotic creations come to life. Students will use their 
programming and collaboration skills to create original works and solve engineering problems using the 
engineering design process. The students will define the problem, generate concepts, develop a solution, create a 
prototype and test a prototype. They will also evaluate, innovate, and present their findings to others. It also gives 
the students the opportunity to compete in academic competitions against other middle schools and high schools. 
 

Student Technology Leadership – Video Production  (1 Semester) 
Students will collaborate with classroom teachers to create products such as animations, digital videos, and web 
pages to be used in classroom instruction.  Student technology leaders also assist with hardware and software 
support throughout the building. 
 

Spanish 1B    (All Year; Prerequisite: Spanish 1A) 
This course introduces students to the Spanish language and culture. As a result, students will develop insight 
into their own language and culture. Students will reinforce and extend their knowledge in other content areas 
through Spanish. Finally, they will use Spanish within and beyond the school setting.  
 

Yearbook  (All Year; Prerequisite: TEACHER APPROVAL) 
Students will develop the photojournalism skills needed to successfully create, market, advertise, and sell a 
school yearbook. They will explore photography, layout design, headline and lead story writing, how to get quotes 
and tag photos, the yearbook computer program, and more all while incorporating Google Classroom as their 
collaborative online tool. Students will understand the importance of leadership and professionalism as they work 
outside the classroom and are responsible for photography equipment. They will develop teambuilding skills as 
they work to develop spreads and meet deadlines. 


