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National Spotlight on Wichita’s Aviation
Industry and Aviation Pathways
CTE Staﬀ
Jim Means, Executive Director

The excitement was real on Thursday, October 24th. Just ask Alexandria “Alex” Chubbuck, Heights High School Senior and WSU Tech aviation student. Alex was asked to
join a panel discussion on the critical role that aviation plays in workforce development, education and vitality of the greater Wichita Community. Chubbuck, along
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with three adult WSU Tech aviation students, sat on a panel with Mike Pompeo, US
Secretary of State; Ivanka Trump, Senior Advisor to the President of the United States;
Jerry Moran, Kansas Senator; Ron Estes, Kansas Congressman; Tom Gentile, President
and CEO of Spirit AeroSystems; Ron Draper, President and CEO of Textron Aviation;
and Dr. Sheree Utash, President of WSU Tech. Each member of the panel shared their
views on the important role played by aviation in contributing to the nation’s economic, transportation and military role.
Chubbuck leaves Heights High School in the afternoon and travels to WSU Tech
where she is taking aviation courses, tuition free, through the state’s Excel in CTE program. Chubbuck stated that she has always known she wanted a career that allows
her to work with her hands rather than working at a desk. WSU Tech’s sheet metal
program, courses that are now part of USD 259’s aviation pathway, provides that opporunity. Chubbuck’s outward composure in doing TV interviews and poise in being
part of a panel of national and local leaders should provide con dence that tomorrow’s leaders can be found in today’s youth.
Following the panel discusion, Spirit AeroSystems’ President
Gentile was joined by the leaders of JR Custom Metals,
Airbus, and Bombardier Aerospace in signing the Pledge
to America’s Workers, signaling those companies’ commitment to expanding programs that educate, train, and reskill
American workers from high-school age to near-retirement.
More photos on page 2.
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Did you know?

National Spotlight on Aviation

continued from page 1
Left: Secretary Pompeo and
Advisor Trump visit with aviation students.
Lower left: Aviation pathway
students attending presentation wait for the event to
begin.
Below: Alex Chubbuck,
Heights Senior; and Megan
Madaiz, WSU Tech Employee
Relations Director.

High school students
involved in CTE are more
engaged, graduate
at higher rates and
typically go on to
postsecondary education.
• Taking one CTE class
for every two academic
classes minimizes
the risk of students
dropping out of high
school.
• The average high school
graduation rate for
students concentrating in
CTE programs is 93
percent, compared to an
average national
freshman graduation rate
of 80 percent.

New Teachers Join CTE Pathways

• 91 percent of high school
graduates who earned
2-3 CTE credits enrolled in
college.

The CTE Update is a bimonthly
publication of the Wichita
Public Schools’ Career and
Technical Education of ce.
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Front row: PJ Reilly, CTE Of ce; Laura Barker, CTE Of ce; Kassie Hannah, East FACS; Samantha Bradley,
South FACS; Adriana Leake, Northwest Business; Marla Hayden, CTE Of ce; and Cathy Mong, CTE Ofce. Back row: Dennis La amme, North Tech Ed; Don Stock, North Tech Ed; Aaron Haselwood, East
Tech Ed; Tim Hesseltine, CMA Tech Ed; Chris Sinclair, North Business; and Eric Gentilella, Heights FACS.

For students, the excitement of a new school year often comes from looking
forward to seing old friends and making new friends, learning new things in new
courses, and maybe the freshness of new school supplies. It isn’t all that different for teachers. Each year, the CTE department looks forward to the addition of
experienced and rst year teachers, both bringing new perspectives and enthusiasm for the school year about to begin. Twenty- ve teachers joined as new
CTE teachers for Wichita, or took on new building or teaching assignments. That
makes CTE 25 teachers stronger in delivering critical knowledge and skills in CTE
classrooms across the district.
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Where were you on National Manufacturing day?
The rst Friday of each October is
celebrated as National Manufacturing
Day. Since the event began in 2014,
area students have been traveling to
WSU Tech to learn more about manufacturing careers, visit the college’s labs
and classrooms, and enjoy hands-on
activities. This year, Textron Aviation
joined the celebration in a big way,
hosting 200 middle school students from
Curtis, Hamilton, Wilbur, Mayberry and
Pleasant Valley Middle Schools. Approximately 100 Textron Aviation employees were on hand to lead students
through hands-on activities that ranged
from fabrication and nishes to supply
chain and technical training. Students
were also provided a plant tour and the
opportunity to view and board some of
Textron’s business jets. Textron Aviation President and CEO, Ron Draper, spoke to the students emphasizing
the great careers that are available at Textron and in aviation related manufacturing in Wichita.

Top: Students sporting their 2019 Manufacturing Day shirts. Above:
A welding simulator gives students the feel for laying down a good
weld. Right: Students complete a hands-on activity creating a
plaque commemorating the day.

(Story Courtesy of WPS Express)
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Heights FACS Students Excel with FCCLA
The Wichita Heights chapter
of Family, Career, and Community Leaders of American
(FCCLA) capped off another
successful year at the 2019
National Leadership Conference in Anaheim, CA. Gold
medal winners included: Kassandra Ramos, Ananda Logan
and Kayla Barnes in Hospitality,
Tourism and Recreation; K’Niya
Easter, Sports Nutrition; Haleigh
Faron, Early Childhood Education; and Raign Pankratz, Focus
on Children. Four members
earned $15,000 in scholarship
Left to right: Ananda Logan, K’Niya Easter, Raign Pankratz, Nyah Brandon, Haleigh Faron, Kayla Barnes and
opportunities this year alone as Kassandra Ramos
a result of their participation
tion in FCCLA; one member amassed over $25,000 in scholarship opportunities during 3 years of FCCLA and ProStart
competition.
FCCLA is much more than competitive events. In addition to succcess throughout the year at district, state, and national competitions, students completed numerous community service projects for USD259 and theMcKinney-Vento
program, constructed and donated tote bags lled with coloring books, crayons, and children’s books to patients at
Wesley Hospital, volunteered at Special Olympics, made clothing donations to the Wichita Children’s Home, and collected dresses and suit coats for a “adults with special needs” prom.

Business Professionals of America Conference
BPA’s Fall Leadership Conference was held
Sept 30, 2019 in Overland Park, KS at Johnson County Community College. Student
leaders from East, Heights, North, Northwest
and South High Schools attended and represented their schools’ chapters.
The 2019-20 conference focus was on
leadership roles. After learning about other
possible activities, a “Chapter Program
of Work” was processed by each group
by developing their chapter calendar for
the year. Many sessions were available to
student leaders such as: Interactive Teambuilding, Contest Event strategies, Torch
Awards, Federal Reserve Bank resources,
etc. After a full day of being energized,
students returned to their chapters to share
what they learned. A great day was had
by advisors and students!
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CTE Teacher Selected as WPS Magnet Teacher of the Year
David Maneth, CTE teacher at Mayberry Culture and Fine Arts Magnet,
was recently named as the Wichita Public Schools Magnet Teacher of
the Year. Maneth will represent the district in the Regional and National
Magnet Schools of America Teacher of the Year competition. The national
award annually recognizes an outstanding, dedicated full-time teacher
who exempli es excellence in academic achievement and executes innovative programs that promote equity and diversity for students in magnet schools.
The District’s Magnet Department selected Maneth as the only Tech
teacher amid a sea of Arts and Humanities because he does a masterful
job of coalescing his instruction into Mayberry’s theme.

Wichita Fire Department Supports South High Fire Students

Rob Dusenbery, South High Fire ghter teacher, extends appreciation and recognition to the members
of the Wichita Fire Department for their professionalism and commitment to the future of the re service.
Captain Heath and the members of Firehouse 12/B donated their valuable time to help the students of
the South High School Fire Science class prepare for a rewarding career in emergency service. Below
are some images of the training on “Fire Control”. “Again, thanks to WFD’s tireless efforts to extend such
a wonderful opportunity to such a great group of students!” said Dusenbery.

Students Working on Industry Recognized Certi cations
Industry-recognized certi cations assist students in
a successful transition to skilled employment, and
employers bene t from a more highly skilled workforce. College credit is also possible with some certi cations. Culinary Arts students work to earn their
ServSafe Managers Certi cations. Early Childhood
Education students are earning their Pediatric First
Aid and CPR certi cation as well as completing
the Foundations of Safe and Healthy Early Care
Facilities Module to ful ll the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment requirements.
Right: Salome Gomez, North High Senior, proudly shows his
ServeSafe Managers Certi cate.
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Annual Tallgrass Film Festival Partnership
Gives Students Insights on Filmmaking

Photo: South High Jeff Welch, Tallgrass Hannah Bothner , Taryn Southern-director and Squashland group

Representing the Digital Media pathway, offered at seven Wichita High schools, 250 CTE students
recently attended a showing of four short lms as part of the 2019 Tallgrass Film Festival. The lms
included Squashland-Directed by Jeff Brown from Wichita; Pozole-Directed by Jessica Mendez
Siqueiros; Age of Bryce-Directed by David Feagan and Brian Elliott; and CODA-Directed by Erika
Davis-Marsh. These lms explored identity and self-discovering, and coming to terms with who you
are through art, food, music and dance.
“I Am Human” was a trailer shown for the feature documentary as the lm’s director, Taryn Southern,
a former East High student, watched with the audience. The program showcased a few local lmmakers from the Squashland group along with Taryn for questions and answers after the screening.
Special thanks goes to:
• Tallgrass Film Festival group for their program selection, Thane Chastain for help with production,
and Hannah Bothner as MC. Their help makes our partnership thrive.
• Derrick Gronewold, Director at East High Theatre Arts Department. Derrick has been a faithful
supporter of this event since day one.
• Teachers and students devoting time to attend.
• Ali Flores, from the CTE of ce, for organizing the transportation.

