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Grades 3 – 5 
 

 

Once Upon A Camel by Kathi Appelt 
 

Zada is a camel with a treasure trove of stories to tell. She’s won camel races for the 
royal Pasha of Smyrna, crossed treacherous oceans to new land, led army missions 
with her best camel friend by her side, and outsmarted a far too pompous mountain 
lion. 
 
But those stories were from before. Now, Zada wanders the desert as the last camel 
in Texas. She’s not, however, alone. Two tiny kestrel chicks are nestled in the fluff of 
fur between her ears—kee-killy-keeing for their missing parents—and a dust storm 
the size of a mountain is taking Zada on one more grand adventure. And it could lead 
to this achy old camel’s most brilliant story yet. 
 

Simon & Schuster 
 

O.U.A.C. Book Trailer (1:08) 

 

 

 

Long Road To The Circus by Betsy Bird 
 

Twelve-year-old Suzy Bowles is tired of summers filled with chores on her family farm 
in Burr Oak, Michigan, and desperate to see the world. When her wayward uncle 
moves back home to the farm, only to skip his chores every morning for mysterious 
reasons, Suzy decides to find out what he’s up to once and for all. And that’s when 
she meets legendary former circus queen Madame Marantette and her ostriches. 
Before long, Suzy finds herself caught-up in the fast-paced, hilarious world of ostrich 
riding, a rollicking adventure that just might be her ticket out of Burr Oak. 
 

Penguin Random House 
 
L.R.T.T.C – Book Trailer (Stop at 2:30) 

 

 

  

Rez Dogs by Joseph Bruchac 
 

This is a novel told in verse inspired by oral storytelling, Malian loves spending time 
with her grandparents at their home on a Wabanaki reservation—she’s there for a 
visit when, suddenly, all travel shuts down. There’s a new virus making people sick, 
and Malian will have to stay with her grandparents for the duration. 
Everyone is worried about the pandemic, but Malian knows how to keep her family 
safe: She protects her grandparents, and they protect her. She doesn’t go out to play 
with friends, she helps her grandparents use video chat, and she listens to and learns 
from their stories. And when Malsum, one of the dogs living on the rez, shows up at 
their door, Malian’s family knows that he’ll protect them too. 
 

Dial Books 
 
R.D. - Book Trailer (0:58)  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/mjmFVeqpgow
https://www.youtube.com/embed/mjmFVeqpgow
https://www.youtube.com/embed/R2c4T_QUX00
https://www.youtube.com/embed/R2c4T_QUX00
https://www.youtube.com/embed/l517jhRPb7Y
https://www.youtube.com/embed/mjmFVeqpgow
https://www.youtube.com/embed/R2c4T_QUX00
https://www.youtube.com/embed/l517jhRPb7Y


 

 
Twenty-One Steps: Guarding the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier by Jeff Gottesfeld 
 
Keeping vigil at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, in Arlington National Cemetery, are the 
sentinel guards, whose every step, every turn, honors and remembers America’s fallen. They 
protect fellow soldiers who have paid the ultimate sacrifice, making sure they are never 
alone. To stand there—with absolute precision, in every type of weather, at every moment of 
the day, one in a line uninterrupted since midnight July 2, 1937—is the ultimate privilege and 
the most difficult post to earn in the army. Everything these men and women do is in service 
to the Unknowns. Their standard is perfection. 
 

Candlewick Press 
 
T.O.S.G.T.T.O.T.U.S- Book Trailer (2:15) 

 

 

 

The Lion of Mars by Jennifer Holm 
 

Bell is just like any other kid. He loves cats, eats all kinds of cake, and is curious 
about everything. Oh, and he lives on another planet!  Living on Mars comes with a ton of 
rules. Like don’t go outside without a buddy. Always keep a glow stick in your pocket. And no 
contact with the kids in the other settlements. Ever. Then a virus breaks out among the 
grown-ups, and the children are the only ones who can help. Suddenly it’s up to Bell – a 
regular kid in a very different world – to uncover the truth and save his family … and possibly 
unite an entire planet. 
 

Penguin Random House 
 
T.L.O.M. – Book Trailer (2:34) 

 

 

 

Stella by McCall Hoyle 
 

Ever since she was a puppy, Stella was trained to use her powerful beagle nose to sniff out 
dangerous chemicals and help her handler keep people safe. But during a routine security 
inspection, Stella misses the scent of an explosive. The sound of the blast is loud and scary. 
Unable to go back to work because of her anxiety, Stella is retired as a service animal. 
When a young girl named Cloe wants to adopt Stella, she knows this is her last chance to 
prove her worth. But how? When Stella smells a strange chemical inside Cloe’s body, a scent 
that surges just before the girl has a seizure, Stella’s nose makes the connection. But how can 
Stella warn her new family without them thinking she’s having an anxiety attack? How can 
she convince others that she can be a new kind of service dog and hopefully save Cloe’s life? 
Told from Stella’s perspective, this story is about a special dog who must find the courage to 
overcome her fears in order to help save a young girl with epilepsy. 
 

Shadow Mountain Publishing 
 

Stella- Book Trailer (1:50) 

 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/478642770?h=884a8a5abc
https://player.vimeo.com/video/478642770?h=884a8a5abc
https://www.youtube.com/embed/_3YLBzvbhOI
https://www.youtube.com/embed/_3YLBzvbhOI
https://www.youtube.com/embed/w3SakzLiRw0
https://www.youtube.com/embed/w3SakzLiRw0
https://player.vimeo.com/video/478642770?h=884a8a5abc
https://www.youtube.com/embed/_3YLBzvbhOI
https://www.youtube.com/embed/w3SakzLiRw0


 

Shelter by Christie Matheson 
 

Fifth grade can be tough for anyone. There are cliques and mean kids and homework and 
surprise math tests. But after tragedy strikes her family, almost-eleven-year-old Maya has a 
painful secret that makes many days feel nearly impossible. 
 
And today might be Maya’s toughest yet. Her family is on edge, she needs to travel alone 
across the city, a bully is out to get her, and Maya has to face this winter’s biggest rainstorm 
without a coat or an umbrella. 
 
But even on the rainiest days, there’s hope that the sun will come out soon. 
 

Penguin Random House 
 
Shelter - Book Trailer (2:33) 

 

 

 

The Great Stink: How Joseph Bazalgette Solved London’s 
Poop Problems by Colleen Paeff 
 

It’s the summer of 1858, and London’s River Thames STINKS. What is creating this revolting 
smell? The answer is gross: the river is full of poop. 
 
But the smell isn’t the worst problem. Every few years, cholera breaks out, and thousands of 
people die. Could there be a connection between the foul water and the deadly disease? 
 
One engineer dreams of making London a cleaner, healthier place. His name is Joseph 
Bazalgette. His grand plan to create a new sewer system to clean the river is an engineering 
marvel. And his sewers will save lives. Nothing stinky about that. 
 
Simon & Schuster 
 

T.G.S.H.J.B.S.L.P.P – Book Trailer (1:55) 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/3kejfy4j1cY
https://www.youtube.com/embed/3kejfy4j1cY
https://www.youtube.com/embed/kuKr1_Lsu6g
https://www.youtube.com/embed/kuKr1_Lsu6g
https://www.youtube.com/embed/3kejfy4j1cY
https://www.youtube.com/embed/kuKr1_Lsu6g

