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The Wichita Public Schools Board of Education is proud to recognize the 

December 2022 Good Apple Award honorees and thank them for their 

dedication to our students and our district.

The Board established this award program 41 years ago and allows schools and 

administrative support centers to select and recognize employees, volunteers 

and partners who provide exemplary service and support our mission.

School principals provided these brief excerpts from their Good Apple recipients’ 

nomination materials.

For more information about the Wichita Public Schools Good Apple Award 

program, visit www.usd259.org/goodapple.



 1 

Good Apple Honorees were acknowledged for their dedication to our Strategic Plan and were noted 
for directly aligning with one of the following categories: 
 
VISION 

  Their work this semester directly aligns with the district's vision. Wichita 
Public Schools will be the district of choice in our region, where all students and 
staff are empowered to dream, believe and achieve. 
 

MISSION 
  Their work this semester directly aligns with the district’s mission. Wichita 

Public Schools prepares all students to achieve college, career and life readiness 
through an innovative and rigorous educational experience. 
 

SHARED BELIEFS 
  Their work this semester directly aligns with the district’s shared beliefs. 

Our shared beliefs include student success, safety and belonging, family and 
community collaboration, visionary leadership, civic engagement and equity and 
diversity. 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
THEME   Their work this semester directly aligns with this year’s strategic plan 

theme of being Connected. United. And WPSPROUD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adams  
Elementary  
School 

Adams Elementary Team 
R. Krissy Johnson 
Economics Teacher 
Christopher Stegman 
PE Teacher 
Jack Cook 
PE Teacher 
Emily Cass 
Art Teacher 
Amy Beckmann 
Librarian 
Tyler Riffle 
Music Teacher 
Jessica Exley 
Music Teacher 

The Specials Team at Adams Elementary is a 
family and a role model for teams that adapt 
to change and rise to meet whatever 
challenge is put in front of them. This year the 
specials team has had a maternity leave, a 
paternity leave, and various other challenges.  
The sub shortage is a challenge, but this team 
works together to cover each others classes 
so that the learning goes on for kids no matter 
what! They are strong mentors for each other. 
They use their plan times to be on call to 
assist each other in getting students to the 
bathroom or helping regulate students. For all 
these reasons the Specials team at Adams is 
Connected, United, and WPS PROUD! 
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Stacy Burke 
Principal 
 

Stacy Burke has been a dedicated educator, 
instructional coach, and administrative leader 
in Wichita Public Schools for the past 26 
years.  Since becoming the principal of Adams 
Elementary this year, Stacy has created a 
culture of love, family, growth, and has 
empowered staff to express themselves. 
Students are always first and foremost in all of 
Stacy's decisions. Her ability to remain calm in 
even the most stressful of situations is just 
one of the things I admire most about her.  
Stacy trusts in her staff's abilities and always 
presumes positive intent. She is a leader that 
truly leads by example, owns her mistakes, 
and strives to learn and improve every day!   
 

Allison  
Traditional  
Magnet Middle 
School 

Kelli Rappard 
6th Grade ELA Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jessica Trivisonno 
6th Grade ELA Teacher 
 

Kelli Rappard has done amazing work creating 
a Modern Classroom for her 6th grade ELA 
students. She continually pushes herself to 
find ways to reach her students and provide 
rigorous instruction. When the co-founder of 
the Modern Classroom Project visited her 
classroom, he was amazed at energy, flow, 
and structures put in place for all of her 
students. She builds authentic relationships 
with her students and cares about their 
successes in her classroom and outside of her 
classroom. 
 
Jessica Trivisonno has implemented a Modern 
Classroom approach in her classroom 
exceedingly well. She has provided self-paced 
structures in her classroom so students can 
push themselves to meet their individual 
educational needs. Jessica goes above and 
beyond when it comes to differentiating for 
all of her students, especially those that are 
lower performing. She conducts centers, 
conferences with students, and does regular 
restorative circles. She truly cares about all of 
her students and their futures. 
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Alvin E. Morris 
Administrative 
Center 

Tim Gruenbacher 
Tech, Product Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carla Clement 
Parent and Community Support 
Liaison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kimberly Wenger 
Fine Arts Administrative 
Assistant 
 

Tim works with everyone at AMAC to make 
sure that they have what they need to make 
sure they can do their job with the technology 
provided. Tim is available, knowledgeable, 
caring, and follows through. He is a phone call 
or text away to make sure everyone stays 
connected and is able to complete their work 
without technology issues. He is friendly and 
never makes anyone feel unimportant. 
 
Carla is committed to each and every phone 
call she receives and has a way of seeing both 
sides of every situation. She has reinstated 
school site councils and is the contact person 
if all else fails between caregivers and their 
respective school buildings. She has taken the 
time to understand district processes and 
everything that can be a cause for concern for 
parents. That, combined with her 
approachable and calming personality, make 
her irreplaceable as the district’s Parent and 
Community Support Liaison. 
 
Kim Wenger has exhibited great dedication in 
supporting the work of the Fine Arts teachers 
and students. She serves all members of the 
department by providing any support they 
may need and brings joy and warmth to 
everything she does and promotes the 
essential importance of Fine Arts in Wichita 
Public Schools. 
 

Anderson  
Elementary 
School 

Kelly Tackett 
MTSS Facilitator 
 
 
 
 
 
Kanika Homan 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Tackett has earned a Good Apple for her 
expertise in instruction. Ms. Tackett's 
willingness to help all staff no matter where 
they are has been amazing. Ms. Tackett is 
living in the 'with' box with the Anderson staff 
and helping students achieve their dreams. 
 
Ms. Homan has earned a Good Apple for her 
incredible work with the students at Anderson 
Elementary. Ms. Homan's willingness to do 
whatever is necessary to help student 
achievement has been nothing short of 
amazing. 
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Kelli Nunley 
Interrelated Teacher 
 

Ms. Nunley has earned a Good Apple for her 
amazing work with staff and students. Ms. 
Nunley continues to go above and beyond in 
helping her students and her colleagues 
continue to grow. 
 

Beech  
Elementary  
School 

Imandra Cooper 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna Laura Honts 
Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beech Elementary Team 
Michael Anderson 
Head Custodian 
Rodney Brown 
Night Custodian 

Imandra is willing to help in any situation and 
does so with a positive attitude. Students love 
and respect her. She makes them feel safe 
while teaching them academic and life skills to 
be successful. Imandra gives them grace, 
guidance and love everyday! 
 
Anna Laura not only teaches music, she 
performs lots of duties behind the scenes. She 
is an important member of the leadership 
team and assists with many areas of 
scheduling throughout the building. She 
collaborates with her team to provide the 
best opportunites for our kids! 
 
Mike and Rodney are an integral part of 
Beech Elementary; with a shortage of 
custodial help, they have stepped up to fill our 
need. They have put in extra hours and extra 
shifts to ensure our building is not only clean 
but is a safe place for our students. We love 
Mike and Rodney! 
 

Black  
Traditional  
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Danielle Shahankary 
Pre-K Paraprofessional, 
Latchkey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Danielle not only works as a Prek Para but is a 
group leader in the latchkey program and also 
volunteers with the Girls Who Code group 
after school once a week. Danielle’s “go 
getter” attitude is one of a kind! She always 
has a positive outlook no matter what 
challenges she may be facing in her day.  
Danielle is a hidden treasure and the staff at 
Black Traditional Magnet are so lucky to have 
her! Danielle is a prime example for students 
of someone who can Dream, Believe and 
Achieve their goals in USD259. 
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Jennifer Frey 
Special Education Para 
 

Jennifer comes to work with a smile and kind 
greetings for everyone she encounters. She 
loves kids and can bond and build 
relationships with individuals she has contact 
with. Those relationships are built on a 
mutual respect for self and the expectation 
for hard work. She’s always building others 
up, contributing to each of their positive self-
worth. She is all about meeting the needs of 
students but is also ready to step in to meet 
the needs of a teacher if they arise. 
 She is a great asset in our school family, and 
we are very lucky to have her. Her passion to 
help others is authentic, on and off the clock. 
It is evident why Jennifer works with kids and 
the compassion she has for each one! 
 

Bostic  
Traditional  
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Anna Waggoner 
Counselor 
 

Bostic is extremely fortunate to have Anna 
Waggoner as our Counselor. Although Anna 
stays very busy each day, she remains positive 
and helps everyone with a smile! Thank you 
Anna for all you do to support our students 
and staff at Bostic Elementary! 
 

Brooks Center  
for STEM and  
Arts Magnet  
Middle School 

Jacinda Unruh 
Instructional Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lauren Baldwin 
Art Teacher 
 

Jacinda's assistance in providing extra 
supports for our five long-term substitutes 
that are covering our vacancies has allowed 
the instruction for the students to not falter. 
Jacinda is a reliable pillar who is willing to do 
whatever it takes to help students and staff 
grow. We are grateful to have such a poised, 
reliable, hard-working and resilient staff 
member on the Brooks team! 
 
Lauren is a quiet spirit with a loud roar of 
action. Her classroom lessons embrace 
diversity. She volunteers her time to set up 
and tear down student work displays anytime 
we have a night activity with students and 
parents attending. She extends her 
connection energies with students by leading 
our after-school art club that welcomes all 
students even if their schedule would not 
allow for the art elective. Lauren is our Frida 
Kahlo, Georgia O'Keefe, Louis Bourgeois, Yayoi 
Kusama, Rosa Bonheur, and Mary Cassatt.  
Lauren is a delight to Brooks staff and 
students. 
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Buckner  
Performing Arts  
and Science  
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Michael Anderson 
4th Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madison Martin 
2nd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candice Croomes 
Librarian 
 

Mr. Anderson is exceptional at identifying the 
relational needs of the students in his class. 
He creates a structured environment with 
clear expectations while continuously 
respecting students’ needs.  He is positively 
shaping students’ lives with his ability to teach 
from the heart. 
 
Madison’s love for teaching is contagious.  
Madison’s instruction is highly engaging, and 
her students are always eager to learn.  
Madison invests fully in her students and their 
families to create an environment that 
students thrive in. Madison’s first year is off 
to an amazing start. 
 
Candice has brought the Buckner library to 
life! She has worked tirelessly to get books 
that kids love on the shelves. Her integration 
of technology and STEM have made students 
excited for their weekly class. She is a pro at 
building relationships while holding high 
expectations for all students. 
 

Caldwell  
Elementary  
School 

Caldwell Elementary Team 
Hannah Boesen 
Counselor 
Blair Steele 
School Nurse 
Monika Jasso 
Psychologist 
Cameron Rhodes 
Social Worker 
Michelle Schmieding 
Speech Language Pathologist 

This team has the same shared beliefs that 
students come first. They work hard to 
provide what each student needs and they 
are willing to do what is needed to get it 
done. Collaborating and coming up with a 
strategic plan for each student is just one of 
their strong points. They are always willing to 
step up and do what is needed for the 
students and the school.  
 
 
 

 Abby Swank 
Kindergarten Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abby always has a smile on her face, no 
matter what situation arises! She never backs 
down from any challenge that is put in front 
of her. She makes each student feel 
welcomed and part of the class community. 
The relationships she has built with the 
students and the families has increased the 
love of learning to her classroom. 
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Bertilia Guzman 
2nd Grade Teacher 
 

Mrs. Guzman knows exactly what each 
student needs to be successful in class. She 
always makes sure they know what they are 
doing and why they are doing it. She builds a 
team of learners in the classroom. The 
students know she cares about them and is 
always increasing the social learning of her 
students. She models for them and takes time 
to explain why we need to be good citizens 
and why we need to achieve our goals of 
learning. Thank you for all you do. 
 

Cessna  
Elementary  
School 

Nicole Cox 
Interrelated Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ali Waggy 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
America Garcia 
Paraprofessional 
 

Nicole is one of the best teachers I have ever 
worked with. She is absolutely here for the 
kids and their needs. She is caring, 
understanding, and such a great listener. Her 
room is a safe place, not only for kids but 
everyone at school; the kids and staff know it! 
She makes a safe place for them to be 
themselves and not feel judged. She loves 
these kids and her job so much. She is so 
deserving of the Good Apple Award. 
 
Ali is deserving of a Good Apple recognition 
because she makes a positive impact on 
students and staff. Ali take an active role with 
our students, literally! She plays a full game of 
soccer with Cessna students every day at 
lunch recess, they absolutely love her for that.  
Ali is engaged with the students and is 
teaching by example; showing how to win & 
lose, follow expectations, and how to work as 
a team. Her smile is a ray of sunshine at 
Cessna. 
 
America has faced every challenge that has 
come her way when helping with our high-
need students. She is constantly learning and 
developing the best practices for helping our 
students one on one. America doesn’t shy 
away from tough students; she faces them 
with an effortless quiet manner which in turn 
helps regulate even the toughest students.  
She keeps students on task and in a routine 
and does so in a calm, effective manner.  
America is so patient and kind with all our 
students! 
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Chester  
Lewis Academic 
Learning Center 

Josh Schepis 
PE Teacher 
 

A tremendous asset, Josh Schepis joined The 
Chet in 2020 and hit the ground running.  
With great enthusiasm, he has furthered 
building spirit by providing numerous 
opportunities for student-staff camaraderie, 
such as inviting staff to join his classes on 
pickleball and skating days. He’s also a spirit 
week champion. Beyond the extra fun, he is a 
constant encourager for his students and 
makes P.E. relevant to daily living. The Chet 
also enjoys the irony of this fitness-attuned 
teacher distributing donuts on a regular basis. 
 

Chisholm Trail 
Elementary  
School 

Tammy Meikel 
Speech Language Pathologist 
and Site Technology Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katie Cope 
MA Teacher 
 

Tammy has such a great work ethic and is 
such an important member of our Chisholm 
Trail team. Not only is she a great SLP, but she 
has also stepped into a new role of our STS 
support staff member. This is no easy task, 
and she has made tech requests and issues so 
much easier and organized. Tammy will do 
anything to help support a teammate and it 
shouldn’t go unnoticed. 
 
Katie Cope is an asset to our school. She 
shines in her role as a mixed abilities teacher. 
Her love for children, and vast knowledge of 
relevant teaching is evident. Katie not only 
influences her room but serves as a role 
model/support person for staff/students and 
families for all of CTE. 
 

Christa  
McAuliffe  
Academy 

CMA Team 
Lori Patton 
MS Science and AVID Teacher 
Jill Bajaj 
5th Grade Teacher 
Hollie Elder 
7th Grade ELA and AVID 
Teacher 
Ashton Palmore 
3rd Grade Teacher and AVID ES 
Champion 

These ladies have been a blessing for our 3rd, 
4th, and 5th grade girls by continuing Girls On  
The Run after dealing with the restrictions of 
COVID. Their commitment to the program and 
to each girl on the team has made such an 
impact on each of the 20 girls’ lives while 
making lifelong connections to the whole girl 
within! 
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Clark  
Elementary  
School 

Christina Collier 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Follin 
Interrelated Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clark Team 
Regina Kennedy 
Kindergarten Teacher 
Tamia Hardison 
Kindergarten Teacher 

Christina is always willing to fill in when and 
where ever needed without any complaints.  
She always has a great attitude, smile and is 
awesome with the kids. She does a lot for our 
school that others may not even be aware of 
like keeping that Coffee Bar in the lounge in 
tip-top shape organizing and making sure we 
always have what is needed to keep it 
stocked.  She is the type of person that 
everyone feels comfortable going to for work-
related questions. 
 
Jenny has shown leadership through her 
initiatives in creating school culture and 
community through implementation of the 
school announcements, spirit days, and 
boosting morale. She also creates engaging 
lessons that foster community, collaboration, 
celebrate diversity, and creativity. She is an 
amazing asset to the Clark and USD259 
Community! 
 
Ms. Kennedy and Miss Hardison treat 
kindergarten students with kindness and 
compassion, even amid classroom behavioral 
challenges. They prepare their students for 
college, career and life readiness by deeply 
analyzing data, adapting lessons and activities 
to meet the academic development of ALL 
students in their class. With high structure 
and consistent routines, they provide 
classroom environments that allow students 
to flourish academically and thrive socially. 
 

Cleaveland 
Traditional  
College and  
Career Readiness 
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Cleaveland Team 
Christian Wisner 
Music Teacher 
Danielle Lucas 
Art Teacher 
Nicole White 
Librarian 
Diane Smith 
Instructional Support Teacher 

This team has done a fabulous job working 
together to fill the gaps for our students as we 
were short staffed. They put student needs 
first and made sure they provided a rigorous 
educational experience for all students in 
every specials classroom. 
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Amber Chambers 
Kindergarten Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Murphy 
Custodian 
 

Amber goes above and beyond to support her 
students and other staff members. She takes 
on leadership roles and responsibilities with a 
positive attitude. She is willing to go the extra 
mile to make sure things get done with 
students as our number one focus. 
 
Joe does a great job at maintaining our school 
inside and out. He is extremely prompt and 
gets things done in a timely manner. He is 
very friendly and builds great relationships. 
He fit in immediately when he joined our 
staff. 
 

Cloud  
Elementary  
School 

Brent Lembke 
Reading Intervention Teacher 
 
 
 
 
Angelica Campa 
Interrelated SPED Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Cloud Elementary Team 
Rosie Villa 
Administrative Assistant 
Rosie Ackerson 
Administrative Assistant 
Shirley Mayberry 
Administrative Assistant 
Alma Rocha 
Language Support Assistant 
 

Brent Lembke always goes above and beyond 
for all students and staff. He gives 100% every 
single day for all of our Cloud students. He is 
an integral part of making our school run 
smoothly. We could not do this without him! 
 
Angelica Campa is a good apple! She goes 
above and beyond for her students. Her bright 
and shiny personality really brings out the 
sweetness in the kids. She helps students both 
academically and behaviorally through goal 
setting and accountability. 
 
The Fabulous Four: What more can be said, 
except FABULOUS! Cloud seems to run like 
the smoothest ship possible because of them. 
From opening the school in the morning to 
making sure everything is tied up at the end 
of the day, they do it all. This group is a 
FABULOUS work of Good Apple art! 
 
 

Coleman  
Middle School 

Kelli Ines 
Math Teacher, Family 
Engagement Contact, After 
School Program Coordinator, 
Volleyball Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Ines has a great attitude and consistently 
lifts others up. This year she has taken on a 
leadership role as our ASP Coordinator and 
the Family Engagement co-lead. She is always 
searching for ways for parents and the 
community to be active. She embodies what it 
means to be Coleman Cougar. 
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Samantha Dale 
Science Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coleman Custodial Team 
Brodrick Davis 
Head Custodian 
Dawn Maloney 
Night Lead Custodian 
Maria Phelps 
Custodian 
Lisa Maloney 
Custodian 
Michael Moore 
Custodian 
 

Ms. Dale came into our building recently and 
has made an impact. Her students say she is a 
kind and compassionate person who makes 
them believe they can be successful. Thank 
you, Ms. Dale, for demonstrating a passion for 
teaching and a determination to help our 
students learn to appreciate science. 
 
With HVAC Construction in the building, our 
Coleman Custodial Team has risen to the 
occasion and continues to persevere despite 
the challenges. They keep the building clean, 
safe, and presentable, while also always 
meeting the needs of staff and students. They 
are “The Pride of the Eastside!” 
 

College Hill 
Elementary  
School 

Effie Conway 
Curriculum Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
College Hill Team 
Cassidy Steward 
Mixed Abilities Teacher 
Amanda Perez 
Mixed Abilities Teacher 
Jared Keller 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Lisa Klock 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Stacey Leighton 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Paige Rodriguez 
Mixed Abilities Para 
 

College Hill has been without an instructional 
coach. Effie gave up an afternoon to come 
over to The Hill and help organize curriculum 
for Tier Reading Groups. She also gave the 
principal a quick training on the 
comprehension kits. This helped staff be 
prepared to work with students as we started 
our Tier groups. Thank you, Effie. 
 
This team works with a group of students with 
some challenging needs. They come to work 
every day with a smile on their face ready to 
show love for their students and prepare 
them for the future. No one in this group ever 
gives up or shows frustration, even on the 
most difficult days. They always support each 
other and do what's best for their students. 
This is a fabulous team. 
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Colvin  
Elementary  
School 

Colvin Elementary Team 
Christine Karpinski 
Administrative Assistant 
Pamela Vandandaigue 
Administrative Assistant 
Antonia Varela 
Administrative Assistant 
Laura Cobian Garcia 
Administrative Assistant 

When you walk into the office at Colvin 
Elementary, you are warmly greeted by smiles 
and a welcoming atmosphere. The office staff 
at Colvin are devoted to making sure that 
students and families know that they belong. 
They not only support our Colvin families but 
also our staff members. They translate parent 
conversations, order supplies, answer any 
question that they can help with, offer words 
of encouragement, and are supportive in 
making sure lunchtime and bus routes run 
smoothly. Tina, Pam, Antonia, and Laura have 
all developed long-lasting relationships with 
not only students but also their families. 
Colvin wouldn't be the same without them! 
 

Curtis Middle  
School 

Curtis Middle School Team 
Cathy Peters 
8th Grade Mathematics 
Lindsay Gribble 
8th Grade Language Arts 
Elizabeth Jackson 
8th Grade Language Arts 
Letoyia Van Daley 
8th Grade Language Arts 
Emily McKnight 
8th Grade Science 

These teachers are brave members of our first 
class of Modern Classroom teachers. Curtis 
had the largest number of teachers at the 
secondary level willing to take the risk of 
trying something new in their classrooms. As a 
team, these teachers are models of 
innovation, practice and improvement, and 
trying new things all for student engagement 
and rigorous learning. Bravo to them for their 
bravery! 
 
 

Dunbar  
Support  
Center 

Kaylee Killgore 
Paraeducator Pre-K 
Multilingual Education Services 
 

Kaylee has done an amazing job with our ASQ 
collection this year. She helped develop our 
system, maintained our database serving as 
our contact for families throughout the 
district. Kaylee also supported teachers by 
printing all of the results and activities for 
children who needed some extra home 
support. We are proud to have Kaylee on our 
team! 
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Dunbar Team 
Jenny Flood 
Early Childhood Unified 
Teacher 
Kathy Grace 
Nurse 
Cara Hattrup 
Social Worker 
Kris Schulte 
Social Worker 
Natalie Trible 
Psychologist 
Meghan Schmitt 
Speech Language Pathologist 
Jennifer King 
Early Childhood Coordinator 
Janet Weninger 
Speech Language Pathologist 
Kylea Barger 
Speech Language Pathologist 
Holly Williams 
Speech Language Pathologist 
Shannon Patterson 
Physical Therapist 
Gretchen Bina 
Physical Therapist 
Joni Reichenberger 
Occupational Therapist 
 

Our district's ECO (Early Childhood Outcomes 
Team) are superheros for our young learners! 
This extremely hard-working team has a 
hands-on, problem-solving, proactive and 
positive approach. The ECO team supports 
families entering our Pre-K classrooms by 
playing an active role as a member of the 
Individual Education Program (IEP) team that 
determines a student's path. Thanks for all 
your hard work, you are appreciated! 
 
 
 
 
 

Dunlap  
Transition  
Campus at  
Chisholm  

Destiny Larios 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
Kristine Sabino 
Special Education Teacher 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Beadles 
Paraprofessional 
 

Destiny is a wonderful addition to our school. 
She has immersed herself in our school 
culture by adding positive energy, embracing 
the students, and building meaningful 
relationships! 
 
Kristine makes learning fun by promoting 
independence through art projects that 
challenge our students’ thinking and abilities. 
Kristine continues to inspire students through 
her teaching! 
 
Lynn is a great addition to our school. She is 
always willing to go above and beyond what 
needs to be accomplished in or outside the 
classroom. In the classroom she is always 
engaged with the kids. 
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Earhart 
Environmental 
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Alexandra Heckman 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 

Mrs. Heckman is a great addition to our 
Earhart family. She spends countless hours 
mastering her craft and adapting lessons to 
meet the needs of her students and the 
magnet focus of our building. She also invests 
time in being an Earhart parent and an active 
member of the PTO. 
 

East High  
School 

Carmela Buranday 
Math Teacher 
 
 
 
Mack Curry 
Building Substitute 
 

Carmela has taken a long-term sub under her 
wing and assisted with lesson planning, 
behavior management and all things East 
High! 
 
Mack is our go to main man at East High to 
cover unfilled classes, teachers to attend IEPs, 
the library and anything and everything we 
might need. He has been a lifesaver this year! 
 

Enterprise 
Elementary  
School  

Enterprise Team 
Rajeena Saunders 
1st Grade Teacher 
Brett Anderson 
1st Grade Teacher 
Laura Valverde 
1st Grade Teacher 
Crystal Janssen 
ESOL Teacher 

The 1st grade team at Enterprise has focused 
on student data and implemented whole-class 
interventions to increase student reading 
scores. The team continued fidelity on the 
class intervention and kept each students' 
reading data in the forefront of instruction.  
This is true MTSS work in action. The kids are 
now ready to begin the next level of reading 
instruction because of their dedication to the 
process. Trust the Process! 
 

 Kerri Storm 
PBS Para 
 

Kerri has been a PBS para for over 10 years at 
Enterprise. She genuinely believes in each 
student and cares for each individual one and 
does whatever is needed to make them feel 
like they belong and matter. She puts staff 
and students first before her own needs and 
this makes Kerri the person who people go to 
for help and guidance. 
 

Gardiner  
Elementary  
School  

Ashley Beier 
2nd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashley is smart, organized, data driven, and 
passionate. She provides amazing leadership 
and support for her 2nd grade teammates 
through her expertise in multiple areas. 
Ashley is a model teacher who elevates her 
students to meet her high standards! Thank 
you, Ashley, for all you do for Gardiner! 
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Jennifer Brown 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles Jackson 
Guest Custodian 
 

Jennifer inspires students to reach their 
potential every day; reflected in quality 
posted work. The best is expected from 
students, and she advocates for their success.  
Her students shine in leadership roles 
throughout the day. Jennifer is a quiet leader 
who brings out the best in all students! 
 
Mr. Charles’ picture is in the dictionary next to 
“excellent custodian.” His investment in 
building relationships with staff and with 
students has been amazing! He learned many 
student names and did so much more for 
Gardiner than keeping it clean and safe. He is 
missed but the impact he made is everlasting. 
 

Gordon Parks 
Academy  
STEM Leaders  
in Applied and  
Media Arts 

Henry Davidson 
Head Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheryl Williams 
Lead Night Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry has served at GPA since the conception 
of the facility. He ensures that our building is 
safe and that students feel as if they belong 
here. He also helps build the community of 
educators at GPA by making sure that 
teachers have what they need as it relates to 
furniture for the classroom. He works 
tirelessly to make sure that our community 
partner, GraceMed, is safe and clean. He 
works during holiday breaks to ensure that 
USD 259 maintains the partnership  
agreement that we have with GraceMed. Mr. 
Henry is a great example of a dedicated 
employee of USD 259. 
 
As a building leader, it makes me proud when 
a guest says, "your facility is so clean." I know 
that this does not happen by accident, but 
because we have an amazing lead custodian.  
Ms. Sheryl has come in on weekends or even 
stayed late during events to make sure that 
the facility is in tip-top shape. She is a vital 
part of why Gordon Parks Academy is a great 
place to work 
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Nadia Young 
Custodian 
 

Ms. Young is the newest member of our 
custodial team and she is amazing. She always 
makes sure that our building is clean. Ms. 
Young goes above and beyond to help 
teachers when they request her help. Along 
with the other members of the custodial 
team, she stays late if needed to 
accommodate programs and the need to 
clean the building after our families leave.  
She is appreciated and is well deserving of the 
Good Apple Award. 
 

Greiffenstein- 
Wells Middle  
School 

Ashley Dowell 
Teacher 
 

Ashley Dowell is a fantastic teacher. This is her 
5th year in teaching and she has been though 
some "stuff" in these past 5 years. Ashley is a 
single mom, who not only finished her 
bachelor’s but her master’s while being a 
single parent and teaching her first year in a 
behavioral school. While at Greiffenstein her 
first year, Ashley had some of the most 
difficult students in her classroom. The 
students took to Ashley quickly and her class 
became one of the classrooms with the least 
amount of issues. Ashley has persevered this 
year and is teaching Middle School for the 
first time back at Greiffenstein-Wells. Her 
class has a couple of her students from her 
first year and they are thriving with her as 
their teacher again.   
 

Harry Street 
Elementary 
 School 

Maria Lopez 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
Serenity Morris 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria has stepped up in extraordinary ways 
to support our students this year! She is a true 
champion of students who believes that all 
students can achieve at high levels both 
academically and socially. Maria steps to the 
plate with grit, optimism, and resilience. 
 
Serenity stepped into a brand new role within 
education this year and has done so with high 
levels of dependability, relational capacity, 
and a heart for loving all children and valuing 
their strengths, talents, and unique gifts they 
offer our community. 
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Jeremy Bruner 
Fidelity Community Volunteer 

Jeremy is a community partner that is present 
as often as possible within our school 
community. Jeremy mentors weekly, 
volunteers weekly, and promotes our school 
community in ways that have grown 
volunteerism among others. We value Jeremy 
like he is a member of our staff. 
 

Heights High  
School 

Mercedes Smith 
Guest Teacher 
 

Ms. Smith is a guest teacher in our special 
education science class. She empowers her 
students to learn not only science but also life 
skills that they will be able to utilize after 
leaving her classroom. Her students are 
excited to come to class and do “real science.” 
She is pursuing her degree to be a certified 
teacher. 
 

 Samuel Alcime 
Journalism Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dylan Seeney 
Art Teacher, Ceramics and Clay 
 

Samuel is our Journalism teacher that has 
completely reinvigorated the program from 
yearbook to periodicals. His students take as 
much ownership of the program as he has, it 
is fun to watch his students explore and learn 
the art journalism for information and a form 
of expression. 
 
Dylan is a fairly new teacher of the past few 
years. He has mastered what many veteran 
teachers take much longer to achieve. He has 
a great connection with students and his 
students love his classes. Dylan has started 
the pottery club that actively engages the 
students to go deeper into the curriculum. 
 

Horace Mann  
Dual Language 
Magnet 

Joselyn Najera-Garcia 
Attendance Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joel Rosario-Lopez 
K-8 Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

Joselyn has used her talents and abilities to 
provide support to the existing clerical team, 
students, families, and staff. Joselyn is 
proactive, welcoming, and caring. She 
connects positively with all who enter the 
office. Her presence has been felt by all and 
our school community loves it! 
 
Music teacher Joel Rosario is an excellent 
addition to our school! He brings so much joy. 
His songs in Spanish allow all our students to 
be successful regardless of their age or 
language ability level. He gives students the 
love and support they need to not only speak 
but sing in español! 
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Stanley Wooley 
Head Custodian 
 

Stan the Man Wooley... The man who brews a 
giant pot of coffee daily (even though he 
doesn’t drink it), sets the traffic cones out to 
ensure everyone’s safety, and is a positive 
presence around students and staff. Mr. 
Wooley is the man that not only cares about 
the building, but for all those who are in it. 
 

Hyde  
Leadership  
and International 
Exploration  
Magnet  
Elementary 

Hyde Magnet Team 
Kelly Vu (Kaden) 
Paraprofessional 
Monica Gross 
Paraprofessional 
Rhonda Stevens 
Paraprofessional 
Cocoa DeHoff 
Paraprofessional 

This team of amazing, passionate, dedicated 
paraprofessionals work relentlessly to ensure 
that every child feels supported and loved. 
Our teachers cannot do their job without 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Laurie Wiebe 
Kindergarten Teacher 
 
 
 
Jessica Barrientos 
Administrative Assistant 
 

Mrs. Wiebe's passion is unmatched and is the 
most dedicated kindergarten teacher whose 
hard work is making a difference in our 
building and beyond. 
 
Jessica is a wonder at Hyde and we are 
privileged to have her. Jessica wears many 
hats as office clerk and keeps our systems at 
Hyde running efficiently and smoothly. Her 
cheerful outlook and helpful attitude also help 
to make the atmosphere in our school bright! 
Jessica shows kindness and compassion in 
difficult situations and is always ready to jump 
in and lend a hand. Her hard-working work 
ethic is an example, as is her dedication to 
students, parents and staff. 
 

Information  
Services and 
Technology 

IST Team 
Janice Leitch 
Administrative Assistant 4  
Camille Peacock 
Administrative Assistant 4  
Maria Guerrero 
Administrative Assistant 4  

Student Records team of Janice, Camille & 
Maria has been described as the hidden gems 
of the district. The amount of knowledge the 
women have between them, both past and 
present, is priceless. They are always eager to 
learn more and willing to help a co-worker, 
school personnel, parents and students with 
whatever questions or requests they have. If 
you are looking for information from 
yesterday, or 20 years ago, they are your 
source. We can’t thank them enough for 
everything they do to support the district's 
strategic plan. 
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James Harrison 
Security Technician 8 

Kelly Hahn 
Customer Support Technician 

James is recognized for providing professional 
customer service and support for the Safety 
Services Department, which benefits not only 
the school district, but the entire community. 
He is honored for his role in helping "ensure 
schools are trusted as safe places by students, 
parents, staff & community." When problems 
arise identifying the source of a safety alert, 
James assists and responds promptly, allowing 
Safety Services personnel to do their job even 
more efficiently. James' work directly 
supports the district goals of student success, 
safety and belonging. 

Kelly is directly engaged with school principals 
and site technology staff as a Customer 
Support Technician. She is described as an 
outstanding advocate for the team at IST, 
"always willing to help with a smile and a 
great attitude." Whenever asked, Kelly will 
have a replacement device at your desk in just 
minutes and is willing to help resolve any 
issues. She is a team player. Kelly's efforts 
align with the district goals of being 
Connected, United and WPSProud. 

Isely 
Traditional 
Magnet 
Elementary 
School 

Emilie Scott 
Categorical Teacher 

Mrs. Emilie is an exceptional teacher. She 
truly believes that ALL children can Dream, 
Believe, and Achieve; even when that looks 
different. She celebrates the students' 
victories no matter how small, listens to their 
voices and concerns, and is constantly looking 
for ways to meet their individual needs. She is 
not afraid to ask for help when needed, and is 
a team player. She ignites learning and 
creates memories with her class. Her heart of 
gold and empathy for kids, families, and co-
workers is amazing. I'm proud to work with 
her, watch her grow, and witness her passion 
for students. 
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Braden Mayes 
School Psychologist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isely Elementary Team 
Lindsey Hellwig 
Vocal Music Teacher 
Judy Frahm 
Vocal Music Teacher 
Brian Arasmith 
Physical Education Teacher 
Amy Bough 
Physical Education Teacher 
Catherine Busick 
Librarian 
Cindy Rogers 
Librarian 
Christina Nguyen 
Art Teacher 

Braden works tirelessly to make sure each 
student gets what he or she needs to be 
successful in school. He is very thorough in his 
evaluations, and conscious of SpEd laws 
(which he follows religiously). He always does 
what's best for the students, even if it is not 
easy. Braden is a valuable resource in our 
school. He listens to teachers' concerns and 
acts on them quickly. He's a fabulous resource 
to teachers while problem-solving. Mr. Mayes 
always has a smile on his face and can be 
found greeting students, by name, in the 
hallways and on the playground. It's clear that 
he genuinely cares about the success of our 
students and works hard to make sure their 
individual needs are met. Isely is very lucky to 
have Mr. Mayes, and our students have 
benefitted the most. 
 
Our Isely Specials Team goes above and 
beyond to include ALL students in their 
lessons. Their inclusiveness and ability to 
adapt their lessons is to be commended.  If a 
student is having a hard time, they create an 
alternative activity so that the student still 
feels included. They understand the unique 
needs of each of our special programs here 
and work hard to meet them day in and day 
out. 
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Jackson  
Elementary  
School 

Jackson Elementary Team 
Aubrie McCoin 
Academic Life Skills (ALS) 
Teacher 
Rachel Rosell 
ALS Para 
Mikalah Neloms 
ALS Para 
Brenda Moler 
ALS Para 
Carri Davis 
Visually Impaired 
Teacher/Coordinator 
Michelle Vredevoogd 
Jackson School Nurse 

This team at Jackson are OUTSTANDING! Our 
grandson has global development delay and a 
myriad of other issues. They work hard 
together to manage his care and provide the 
best learning environment for him. Every 
team member plays a vital role in helping him 
get through a normal day, working to help 
him love school! They are so caring, providing 
him with love and positive interactions 
throughout his day. This team is truly 
remarkable and we are blessed he gets to 
experience all Jackson has to offer him! 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bernadette Porter 
Health Room Assistant 
 

Bernadette has been a wonderful addition to 
our team at Jackson! She works hard to 
support students in the health room to meet 
their needs throughout the day. She provided 
additional support to a medically fragile 
student by riding the bus to and from school 
with him until a nurse was assigned to do so. 
We are so blessed to have Bernadette at 
Jackson this year! 
 

Jardine STEM  
and Career 
Explorations 
Academy 

Tia Fox 
Math Teacher 
 
 
 
 
Reyna Campos Aldrete 
Paraprofessional 
 

Tia Fox is an excellent math teacher. She is 
creative and builds strong relationships with 
students. As a member of our Equity Team, 
Tia works to ensure that diversity is 
celebrated at Jardine. 
 
Reyna Campos-Aldrete is a great team player 
at Jardine. Any time we need a little help, 
Reyna steps up. As a paraprofessional at 
Jardine, she is highly respected by both 
students and teachers. It is a joy to work with 
her. 
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Jefferson  
Elementary  
School 

Rosa Tregellas 
Head Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ann Andrews 
Sped Para Learning Loss High 
Incidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jefferson Elementary Team 
Jodi Hetherington 
4th Grade Teacher 
Cecilia Nguyen 
4th Grade Teacher 

Rosa has been maintaining a safe and clean 
building short staffed for over a year now, 
with all the extra COVID protocols in place as 
well. She is such a dedicated and hard worker 
that she often comes back to school in the 
evenings or on the weekends to work another 
5+ hours. She does it because she cares about 
the building being ready for staff, students, 
and visitors the next day. 
 
Ann was nominated by several staff members 
to receive this recognition, and rightfully so! 
Ann has been working with some of our most 
challenging students this year. She has 
brought out the best in those students and 
has taught several of us new ways to work 
with some of our struggling friends. Her 
patience and understanding is amazing! She 
always demonstrates a positive attitude 
regardless of the situation! We are so glad she 
is part of the Jefferson family! 
 
Jodi and Cecilia had to take on some large 
challenges this school year, especially losing a 
4th grade teammate. Despite their larger class 
sizes and these challenges, they work 
incredibly hard for their students. They are 
supportive and encourage their students to 
reach their goals. They strive to help each and 
every one of their students find success! 
 

Joyce Focht 
Instructional  
Support Center 

Jalen Parks 
Senior Success Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
Randi Rogers 
Guest Staff Clerical 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jalen has created a plan for every senior at 
Education Imagine Academy, which helped 
our overall graduation rate raise from 69% to 
77%. He is kind, helpful, and willing to do 
whatever it takes to get students to 
graduation with a plan for their future. 
 
Randi has been an integral part in helping get 
applications processed and providing general 
help for our clerical department throughout 
the school year. We all love Randi and are so 
thankful that she helps serve our families and 
students every day. 
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Yesenia Gutierrez 
Parent Teacher Resource 
Center 
 

Yesenia is a hard worker that has top-notch 
customer service in the Parent-Teacher 
Resource Center. She is always willing to help 
and fill in when needed. Yesenia assists 
teachers and parents with resources that can 
help all students Dream, Believe, and Achieve. 
 

Kelly Liberal  
Arts Academy 

Delilah Crossette 
Instructional Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Buchanan 
Guest Para 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jody Guliford 
Prime Fit Mentor 
 

Delilah goes above and beyond for the staff at 
Kelly. She is always there to answer questions, 
help us find wonderful activities to do, and 
she is always there to lend an ear when we 
need it. It is evident she finds such joy in what 
she does. She is truly one of a kind! 
 
Jennifer is a guest para who has been 
someone we can always depend on. She 
jumps right into work with the kids and 
tackles any challenge, head-on without 
complaint. Her quirky sense of style and big 
heart help to make Jennifer stand out above 
the rest, and our kids and staff love and 
appreciate her. 
 
Jody is supporting Kelly Elementary for the 
second year. He is in the building daily, 
working to build connections and support our 
students. He is focused on helping our 
students to be successful. It is encouraging to 
see students building relationships and 
working to do their best through his guidance. 
 

Kensler  
Elementary  
School 

Jerica Smith 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terri Harper-Rasheed 
PTA President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerica truly works hard on a daily basis to 
make sure all of her students feel safe and 
that they have a paraeducator they can come 
to for help. She constantly is connecting with 
staff and collaborating with them to make 
sure her students succeed in every area of 
learning! 
 
Having PTA activities and bringing our family 
community together has been awesome to 
see this school year 2022-23. We’ve had 
events where students come together with 
their families to engage and develop social 
skills thanks to Terri and her hard work! 
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Kim Montiel 
Teacher 
 

Kim works so hard to meet all of her students' 
needs. She adapts and modifies lessons for 
students that need additional support while 
still managing to extend lessons for others. 
She is truly deserving of this award! 
 

Lawrence  
Elementary  
School 

Breanna Cox 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Josh Gonzalez 
Paraprofessional 
 

Bre has been a positive asset to Lawrence 
since joining us last year. She is always willing 
to help and assist where needed and does so 
with professionalism, a smile and embraces 
new challenges. She connects not only with 
her students but all students. Bre stepped out 
of her comfort zone this year and is providing 
a need that does not align with her direct 
support of students. Bre truly has been a 
wonderful addition to Lawrence. Thank you 
Bre for all that you do! 
 
Josh enters the building confidently and with 
a smile each and every day. He has a positive 
and welcoming presence. He greets every 
adult and student as he walks in the hallway. 
Josh is engaged with the students in their 
learning, he is a wonderful small group leader 
and has worked hard to build relationships 
with both staff and students. He helps 
students feel connected to staff and one 
another. The students enjoy being around Mr. 
G. and have described him as a trusted adult 
at Lawrence. 
 

Levy Special 
Education  
Center 

Abby Anthony 
Speech Language Pathologist 
 

Abby has successfully assisted students at 
Levy Special Education Center to learn that 
they are capable of more than they believe. 
She is a tireless advocate for students and 
staff. She brings a considerate and thoughtful 
approach to the special education program 
and has successfully assisted countless 
students develop a voice they are successful 
with. 
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Linwood  
Elementary  
School 

Derisheae Williams 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allen Gallaway 
5th Grade Teacher 
 

Ms. Shay is a huge asset to Linwood students 
and families! She works hard to make 
connections with all students. She greets each 
child every morning at breakfast. She is quick 
to communicate with teachers if a child is 
having a rough morning. She takes the time to 
console students and help them process 
through how to turn their day into a better 
one! Ms. Shay also does special things for 
students from personalizing their water 
bottles, bringing in treats or snacks to 
providing clothing items or a lunchbox. She 
will make sure they do not go without. She 
works hard and wants what is best for all! 
 
Allen is a veteran teacher who leads by 
example. He is the epitome of an outstanding 
teacher. He blends relationship building, 
teaching content, and behavior management 
to perfection. He maintains incredibly high 
expectations for his students. On top of what 
he does in his classroom he shows his passion 
for education through his dedication to UTW. 
He fights hard for teachers rights. He is an 
unbelievable advocate for teacher’s. I believe 
Allen is well deserving of this award for his 
steadfast commitment to his student’s 
success and education as a whole. 
 

Linwood  
Elementary  
School 

Jody Guliford 
Prime Fit Mentor 
 

Jody works through Prime Fit as a mentor 
with our students at Linwood that face 
challenges. Jody has quickly become a part of 
the Linwood family and spends extra time 
coming to family engagement events and 
evenings while also spending well beyond his 
time required working with our students. He 
works with students who struggle 
academically, socially, and emotionally and 
quickly builds meaningful relationships with 
them. We appreciate and value all that Jody 
does for our Linwood students. We are 
fortunate to have him as a crucial piece of our 
school community. 
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Marshall  
Middle  
School 

Emily Judson 
Parent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Virginia York 
Parent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Downs 
Parent 
 

Marshall Middle School is honoring Emily 
Judson with the Good Apple because of her 
continued support of Marshall students, staff, 
and community. Emily is an active member of 
our school, and we know we can always count 
on her to help Marshall and find Marshall 
assistance if needed. She attends multiple 
Marshall events, and is recognized by parents, 
students, and staff. 
 
Marshall is honoring Virginia York with the 
Good Apple Award because she is an involved 
parent and is a member of the Marshall PTO. 
Virginia has been an advocate for visiting with 
parents about Marshall's PTO and how to get 
involved. Furthermore, she has randomly 
provided treats for staff throughout the year. 
 
Marshall is honoring Rachel Downs with the 
Good Apple Award because she is an involved 
parent. She is considerate, open-minded, and 
welcomes our ideas for support. Furthermore, 
she is supportive, positive, and a team-player. 
Mr. and Mrs. Downs are also involved with 
our sister school, North High, and this has 
been a nice connection for Marshall. Ms. 
Downs is welcoming to all staff and students. 
 

Mayberry  
Middle School 

Jayme Hays 
Band Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Hayes does so much for Mayberry! If she 
sees a need, she fills it. Not only is she the 
Band program director, the Exploratory Team 
Lead, and the Magnet Team Lead, but she has 
been creating lesson plans and doing all the 
grading for a teacher that is out. She also 
picks up classes when teachers are gone 
without a sub. When you go into her 
classroom and see her in the hallways, you 
can feel how much she loves her job and her 
students! She is one of those amazing 
teachers and amazing people that any 
building would be lucky to have! 
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Albert Herrera  
Science Teacher and STS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sherry Giddens 
Librarian 
 

Albert always goes above and beyond for 
students and staff, but rarely accepts any of 
the recognition for all of the work he does. 
Albert is all about the kids and even though 
he is tough on them, he works hard to reward 
them as well. Overall, Albert is a team player 
who never asks for anything in return, he is 
always helping students and staff and doing 
his best to be the best teacher and the best 
team member he can be.  
 
Sherry is always welcoming to everyone who 
comes into the library, whether it is students, 
staff or other guests in our building. What is 
most noticeable and appreciated is that 
Sherry never hesistates to jump in and help 
classes whenever we are short subs in the 
building or if a teacher needs assistance. She 
is willing to take a different class everyday if 
needed, showing how much she cares.  
 

McCollom 
Elementary  
School 

Paula Ewertz 
Social Worker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Bollenbach 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paula stands out among others as a wonderful 
example of an empathetic and extremely 
effective social worker. She is kind-hearted, 
knowledgeable, and dedicated when working 
with students, staff, and families. It is evident 
that she cares about the well-being of others 
and always maintains a professional yet 
compassionate disposition. Paula has a wide 
range of abilities, and her skill set continues to 
astonish us.   
 
Elizabeth is a kind and compassionate servant 
who puts the needs of students, staff and 
families at the forefront each and every day.  
Elizabeth connects with students in unique 
ways and makes kids feel special each time 
they enter the office. We are lucky to have 
such a loving administrative assistant at 
McCollom! 
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McCollom Elementary Team 
Haley Holland 
Mixed Ability Teacher 
Kimber Knafla 
Mixed Ability Teacher 
Teayanise Guiden 
Mixed Ability Teacher 
 

The team of Mixed Ability teachers is one of a 
kind. They are kind and compassionate and 
work tirelessly to problem solve to meet the 
needs of each student in our program. They 
treat each student as if they were their own 
child. They function like a family to ensure all 
the adults in the room work together to do 
what's best for kids. We are fortunate to work 
with this special team at McCollom. 
 

McLean  
Science and 
Technology 
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Ian Stevens 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Leonard 
Classroom Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claire Kelderman 
Parent Volunteer 
 

Ian cares tremendously about the students he 
works with. He makes strong connections 
with them, to know both their academic 
needs and who they are as people. He is a 
team player and works hard to solve problems 
with creative solutions. Ian is a natural 
teacher and we are so proud of him! 
 
Sarah has valuable insight into what we are 
teaching and helps others grow tremendously 
as educators. From behavior interventions to 
reading/math lesson plans, she is a wealth of 
knowledge and does an amazing job teaching 
her students while also being a mentor to me 
and many others in our building. 
 
Claire is an amazing PTA Volunteer. She helps 
with birthday books each month and serves as 
our PTA Secretary. She always steps in when 
we need something. She always helps with 
Field Day. We think she is a fabulous lab 
assistant, washing dirty lab tools after squid 
dissections in the Science Lab. 
 

Minneha Core 
Knowledge  
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 
 

Teresa Sharp 
Building Substitute 
 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Guerrero 
Paraprofessional 
 

Teresa is a dedicated staff member that is 
extremely flexible. She is  always willing to fill 
in anywhere and try new engaging techniques 
and does it all with a smile. Teresa works hard 
to get to know the students here at Minneha 
and build positive relationships with them. 
 
Cindy is a dedicated para that builds positive 
relationships with her students. She is hard-
working and has high expectations for her 
students. She goes above and beyond for the 
success of the students here at Minneha. 
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Mueller  
Aerospace  
and Engineering 
Discovery Magnet 
Elementary School 

Akisha West 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
Robin Tisdale 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sydney Smithy 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 

Akisha is a dependable staff member who 
works tirelessly to make sure that students 
are safe, feel that they belong and are held to 
a high expectation. She is fair and equitable in 
all that she does. Akisha is a valued member 
of the Mueller Elementary Staff. 
 
Robin has taken the time this year to grow 
herself and become a leader for her team and 
the building. She has made herself available 
to other staff members as a mentor, planning 
partner and a friend. Robin is well on her way 
to becoming a leader in the WPS family. We 
appreciate her efforts and time that she pours 
into the staff and students of our community. 
 
Sydney is an up-and-coming teacher in the 
district who seeks out new techniques and 
strategies to make sure that her students are 
growing academically, and social-emotionally. 
We are so proud of the teacher she is and 
strives to be. Thank you Sydney for being part 
of our Mueller team. 
 

North High  
School 

Alice Osborne-Swepson 
Tutor Coordinator 
 

Alice is a positive, inspirational, motivating 
leader to our tutoring team. Alice makes sure 
that our student's receive the most from our 
tutoring program. She ensures our tutors give 
students the attention and one-on-one 
guidance that they deserve. Alice has led our 
tutor team to success. 
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North High School Team 
Allison Waldt 
Tutor 
Bronwyn Redus 
Tutor 
Lucy Mwangi 
Tutor 
Juan Bernadac 
Tutor 
Yessica Gonzalez 
Tutor 
Janet Rodriguez-Morales 
Tutor 
Jazciel Zapata 
Tutor 
Arleth Lopez Ibarra 
Tutor 
Jorge Ollarzabal Chairez 
Tutor 
Martin Castillo 
Tutor 
Selena Hernandez 
Tutor 
Gisell Vazquez-Romo 
Tutor 
Christian Sanchez 
Tutor 
Melissa Ornela  
Tutor 
Lianeth Moreno  
Tutor 
Isabel Paez 
Tutor 
 

The North High tutors provide excellent 
service to our teachers and students. They 
build relationships and provide one-on-one 
attention to help improve student 
performance and students' attitudes toward 
learning. They are very knowledgeable, 
helpful, and encouraging. We appreciate 
everything they do! 
 
 
 
 
 

Northeast  
Magnet High  
School 

DeAnna Mullins 
Attendance Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every time I visit NEM Dee has a group of 
students in the front office working. I have 
seen that she cares for them and gives great 
guidance. She has spoken to me about how 
much joy they bring to her day. Her impact in 
their lives will be felt long after they graduate.  
Staff that care about kids coming into their 
buildings is a valuable treasure-nominated by 
Rich Heuer; design and construction 
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Steph Nusbaum 
Accompanist  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Becky Simmons 
Instructional Coach  
 

Steph is relentless in her pursuit of the 
success of all students at Northeast. Her 
defined role is something on paper that was 
long ago wildly exceeded. Steph jumps in and 
actively seeks out ways to advocate for 
students--not only drama and vocal music 
students--all NEM Griffins. Steph took the 
lead on our fall homecoming while 
simultaneously supporting the production of 
our fall musical. She works hours on end with 
a heart for kids. 
 
Becky is a tangible expression of our school's 
mission, vision, and core values. She is a coach 
and mentor to our staff, a support and ready 
listener for our students, and the 
consummate teammate. Becky meets needs 
as they arise without hesitation. She is 
innovative in her approach and fully 
committed to the principle that we can do 
hard things. Becky is a wealth of knowledge 
and we are fortunate to have her at 
Northeast. 
 

Northwest  
High School 

Northwest High School Team 
Brian Martin 
Security 
Jason Bennett 
Security 
Chris Bloss 
School Resource Officer 

The security team at Northwest is dedicated 
to serving the community, staff, and students. 
They proactively ensure that Northwest is a 
safe environment throughout the school day. 
Their dedication to Northwest does not go  
un-noticed. We appreciate everything the 
NorthwestSecurity Team does for Northwest 
High School. 
 

 Ann Burgett 
Early College Academy Liaison 
 

Although Ann has retired from USD 259, Ms. 
Burgett continues to serve Northwest 
students as a liaison between Friends 
University and the Early College Academy. 
Ann has been an invaluable addition to the 
ECA program giving students a familiar face 
on campus and providing critical 
communication. 
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OK Elementary 
School 

OK Elementary Team 
Emily Lovings 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Lisa Calhoun 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Connor Lopez 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Cira DeSantiago 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Becky Gossett 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Melissa Afsharpour 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Maria Ramos Chavez 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Shirin Sadeghi 
Mixed Abilities Para 
Paulina Rodriguez 
Mixed Abilities Para 
 

The MA paras at OK Elementary are 
absolutely amazing! The patience, caring, and 
love they show for our special education 
students is unmatched. They are always 
willing to do whatever is necessary to support 
teachers and ensure the students they work 
with are successful! 
 
 
 
 
 

 Michael Fountain 
Head Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Megan Sparks 
Food Service Aide 
 

If you ever have the privilege to work with 
Michael expect to hear this question, “Is there 
anything that you need?” Michael is always 
willing to assist in whatever capacity he is 
needed. He works hard to ensure our building 
is healthy and safe for our staff and students 
and for that we are grateful! 
 
Ms. Megan loves her job, and it shows! You 
can tell by the way she smiles every time she 
serves lunch to students at OK Elementary. 
Her smile as well as her kind personality are 
contagious and whenever students leave the 
kitchen after interacting with her you see 
them smiling too! 
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Peterson  
Elementary  
School  

Peterson Elementary Team 
Lori Henning 
Assistant Director 
Kathy White 
Group Leader 
Teresa Ybarra 
Group Leader 
Christine Straight 
Group Leader 
Kat Lovings 
Group Leader 
Courtney Hale 
Group Leader 
Deborah Lashbrook 
Group Leader 

These individuals are being nominated for the 
district Good Apple because of their 
dedication to Peterson Latchkey. Because of 
their commitment to serving, Peterson 
Latchkey has continued to thrive through the 
pandemic years and students who attend are 
excited to attend latchkey and enjoy the daily 
experience and many are disappointed when 
parents arrive early to pick them up. They 
have helped develop a safe and caring 
environment that our parents and students 
have become accustomed to. 
 
 
 
 

Pleasant  
Valley  
Elementary  
School 

PVE Team 
Janet Pere 
Paraprofessional 
Bernadette "Bert" Romero 
Paraprofessional 
Miguel Hernandez 
Paraprofessional 
Kristal Warren 
Paraprofessional 
Bronson Escalada 
Paraprofessional 
Carina Truhillo-Quezada 
Paraprofessional 
Julia Ortiz 
Paraprofessional 
Celina Cantu 
Paraprofessional 
 

Our team of paras are a group of individuals 
that believe in every student. Each of them is 
flexible, patient, and resourceful when 
building relationships with students and 
colleagues. They are always willing to step up 
and help with many things that keep our 
school running. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 34 

Pleasant  
Valley Middle  
School 

Tia Jones 
VILS Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Curtis 
Social Studies Teacher 
 

Tia is an integral part of our staff. She 
provides our teachers with high-quality 
professional learning over implementing 
technology into their instruction. We have 
seen a huge increase in technology 
integration in our classrooms with Tia’s 
support. Tia is also our Advocacy Class 
Committee Chair. She communicates the 
weekly Advocacy calendar for all staff and 
includes resources for all of the lessons. Tia is 
one of our “can’t live without them” staff 
members. Beyond all the amazing work she 
does to support our teachers, Tia is an even 
better person and we are very lucky to have 
her in the PVMS Family. 
 
Brian does SO MUCH for Pleasant Valley 
Middle School. He is a dynamite classroom 
teacher for us and the kids absolutely LOVE 
him. He really keeps them engaged and 
ignites their passion for social studies through 
his instructional activities. His “student 
council army” is like nothing I’ve ever seen 
before. The StuCo kids sell concessions at our 
home athletic events, coordinate our school 
dances, and decorate our building for family 
nights. For our family nights, Brian has an 
uncanny ability to get volunteers from the 
community to perform in the gym and it is 
always a treat for everyone in attendance. 
The world of education would be a better 
place if more teachers were like Brian Curtis. 
 

Price-Harris 
Communications 
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Trixie Goode 
ESOL Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coni Meloccaro 
2nd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

Trixie is one of the most reliable people in our 
school. Whether it’s providing opportunities 
for our staff to grow, leading schoolwide 
initiatives, or promoting the development of 
our magnet program, she is always ready to 
step up and go the extra mile to make Price-
Harris who we are today. 
 
When you have someone who is devoted to 
meeting the needs of students, helping staff 
with questions and ideas, and improving our 
school, you get the perfect dedicated teacher. 
Coni’s ability to set high standards for herself, 
students, and staff keep us in check and 
constantly innovating our school. 
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Price-Harris Magnet Team 
Crystal Barber 
PE Teacher 
Ramona Bomgardner 
Librarian 
Haley Ensz 
Art Teacher 
Audrey Garvey 
Music Teacher 
Annie Bryant 
Music Teacher 
Don Bohanan 
PE Teacher 
Trisha McKenney 
Librarian 
 

Our Specials team helps cover each other 
when one is absent and they don’t get a sub.  
They find fun things to do with their clubs on 
Wednesday for the older students and always 
make an effort to say good morning to 
students walking to and from breakfast in the 
morning and the PreK students. 
 
 

Robinson  
Middle School 

Samantha Vohs 
Data Leader/AVID Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robinson Middle School Team 
Amy Voegeli 
Counselor 
Vincent Chavez 
Success Coach 
Larry Allen 
Future Ready Advocate 
Brooke Dickey 
Administrative Intern 

Ms. Vohs is so much more than a data leader. 
She provides us with so much useful data so 
that we can make informed decisions and 
meet the needs of our students. She really 
goes above and beyond to understand our 
vision for our students and create and provide 
shared information. 
 
These four are part of our support staff! This 
group jumps to help students and staff in any 
way that they can! They help counsel, restore, 
de-escalate... the list goes on and on. They are 
making this a place that is safe and where 
students have an adult that they trust and can 
talk to. 
 
 
 

School Service  
Center 

Seth Rowell 
Supervisor, Security Systems & 
Operations 
 
 
Deborah Reeves 
Administrative Assistant 6, 
Nutrition Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seth works both proactively and reactively to 
address safety and security concerns for our 
buildings. He has been a valuable partner to 
the Safety Services Department. 
 
Her accuracy and efficiency helps  provide 
excellent service to our students and Nutrition 
Services employees. She has navigated supply 
chain issues and kept up with menu changes 
that result from these challenges. Her work is 
valued and appreciated by those she works 
with. 
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Yvonne Ruhnke 
Food Service Tech- Nutrition 
Services 
 

She prepares and oversees the prep of special 
diets and makes sure our students with food 
concerns are safe. She researches and is 
conscientious to provide the best service and 
care. 
 

Seltzer  
Elementary  
School 

Heather Barleen 
Speech Language Pathologist 
 

Heather is dedicated to her work and to 
helping students reach their potential. There 
is hardly a time when she can be seen without 
a student in her presence. She maintains a 
positive, patient, and caring disposition with 
whomever she interacts. Her grace and 
humility adds to the positive and encouraging 
experience of serving students alongside her. 
 

South High  
School 

Stephanie Willig 
Security 
 

Stephanie goes above and beyond her duties 
because she truly cares about students and 
staff. She makes the safety of the building a 
priority and pays attention to details. She is 
always willing to help where needed even if it 
isn’t a “security” job. Her passion for her job is 
obvious and she shows that she is proud to be 
a part of the South High family. 
 

 Ruth Ford 
Interrelated Teacher 
 

Diligently works at creating and establishing a 
new program at South High that deals with 
emotionally disturbed students. Ruth is 
extremely patient and works well with all 
students. She is flexible and willing to take on 
new challenges. We appreciate her daily 
service to South High.  
 

 South High School Team 
James Thomas 
Head Custodian 
Naomi Charboneau 
Night Lead Custodian 
Lucille Griffin 
Night Custodian 
Larry Lard 
Day Custodian 
Victor Valdez 
Night Custodian 
Devante Dilley 
Former South High Custodian 

The South High custodial staff truly deserves 
recognition for the dedication to our students 
and staff. This year has provided our 
custodians with adversity, but they continue 
to persevere daily. We have been without two 
positions and now a third, but they have 
tackled the challenge with broad shoulders 
and a positive attitude. We are truly proud of 
their efforts and thankful for their work ethic. 
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Southeast  
High School 

Southeast High School Team 
Leonett Hodges 
BOE Security 
Claude Hodges 
BOE Security 
Karl Brown 
BOE Security 
Jamar Howard 
BOE Security 
Joshua Sims 
BOE Security 
John Knight 
School Resource Officer (WPD) 

The Southeast High School Security Team and 
School Resource Officer are the epitome of 
relationship-building first responders. 
Protecting and preserving the safety and 
security of the building is their daily mission. 
They are the eyes, ears, and heartbeat of our 
school. We truly appreciate their work ethic 
and the valor they display daily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sowers  
Alternative  
High School 

Sowers Team 
Jordan Riley 
BOE Security 
Jonathan Jones 
BOE Security 
Jacob McCray 
BOE Security 

The Sowers Security Team does an incredible 
job keeping students and staff safe as well as 
forming strong, positive connections with 
students. When they must intervene in an 
unsafe situation, the relationship with the 
student is easily restored after safety is 
ensured. They are an incredible team! 
 

Spaght  
Science and 
Communications 
Magnet  
Elementary  
School 

Devin Kuszmaul 
3rd Grade Teacher and 
STEALTH Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spaght Team 
Megan Burden 
2/3 Interrelated Teacher 
Alysia Pennick 
K/1 Interrelated Teacher 
Britney Purdom 
4/5 Interrelated Teacher 
Shelley Stauble 
K-5 Interrelated Teacher 

Devin stepped up to head our STEALTH 
program at Spaght and is doing fantastic! Not 
only are students being provided a wide range 
of experiences, but she also works closely 
with teachers and tutoring staff to close 
academic gaps and monitor progress. Devin is 
a bright spot at Spaght Elementary. Her 
humor is infectious and her relationships with 
students and staff alike help to make Spaght 
great. 
 
Our IR Team here at Spaght are all dynamic 
individuals that come together as a team to 
problem solve, support teachers, and work 
tirelessly to provide supports to ensure that 
ALL students at Spaght have what they need 
in order to feel success. They are always 
willing to stop and process with a teacher or 
take time for students with big feelings as 
they also strive to build their own capacity 
through continued learning and application.  
We are so incredibly lucky to have them as 
part of our team! 
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Stanley  
Elementary  
School 

Owen Berry 
Head Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Justin Torres 
Night Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Teel 
2nd Grade Teacher 
 

He goes above and beyond to ensure our 
school is safe and clean for students and staff.  
When I have asked him for help, he goes out 
of his way to help. He always helps with a 
smile and asks if he can do anything else to 
help. Owen works hard to make sure our 
school shines. 
 
Being short handed from the end of May 
through this first semester, Justin has worked 
extremely hard to make sure the building is 
prepared for the next morning every night. He 
is always willing to go the extra mile and asks 
what he can do to keep improving while 
keeping the building safe and clean. 
 
Emily may be classified as a 2nd grade 
teacher, but she is so much more. Her other 
roles have recently included latchkey director, 
Leader in Me coordinator, last minute 
substitute, behavior support, and the list goes 
on and on. She has been vital to helping 
create the culture we want at Stanley. 
 

Truesdell  
Middle School 

Ty'Erra Fields 
Teacher 
 

Ms. Fields organized and hosted a Truesdell 
community Trunk or Treat for students, 
families and neighbors. She created a safe 
experience for young and old to enjoy the fall 
season at Truesdell while bringing the 
community together with sweet treats. 
 

Washington 
Accelerated  
Learning  
Elementary School 

Machaelle Shetler 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amari Gilliard 
Para 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Shetler works tirelessly to build wonderful 
connections and lasting relationships 
throughout our school and community. Her 
flexibility, collaboration and problem-solving 
skills help to ensure students’ 
social/emotional needs are being met while 
still receiving a quality education. 
 
Amari exemplifies what it means to be here 
FOR KIDS. She spends endless amounts of 
time learning and preparing to ensure 
student’s success. She always starts her day 
new and fresh and is ready to support 
whatever needs her students have each day. 
She builds relationships of love and trust, and 
kids, as well as staff, can rely on her calm 
demeanor and determination. 
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Hannah Evans (Mendoza) 
4th Grade Teacher 
 

Ms. Mendoza makes learning fun! She goes 
over the top to engage kids in her lessons 
such as coming to school dressed like an 
astronaut working for NASA as she got her 
students up and participating in team building 
and academics around space. She is a house 
leader for the Reveur (blue) team and 
motivates and excites her house, her 
students, our families and the staff! Hannah 
also leads our afterschool STEALTH program, 
again with high energy, fun and enthusiasm! 
She is an incredible teacher, and we are very 
fortunate to have her at Washington! 
 

West High  
School 

Maria Tesch 
Math Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
West High School  Team 
Tiffani Christie 
Paraprofessional 
Erika Mitchell 
Paraprofessional 
Brittanie Brickhouse 
Paraprofessional 

Maria saw a need and stepped up to help with 
our October assessment day. This is a large 
undertaking and she worked extensive hours 
in a volunteer capacity making sure all the 
student answer sheets were completed 
correctly. She then worked with our 
assessment coordinator to ensure everything 
was ready to go for all teachers. We 
appreciate her willingness to help in a time of 
need. 
 
These three ladies show up and take care of 
business. Each brings special gifts to the 
classroom and care greatly for their high 
needs students. There is not enough money in 
the world to repay these ladies for the work 
they do every day and we are proud to call 
them Pioneers. 
 

Wilbur  
Middle School 

Dale Schubert 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dale is a true paraprofessional. She works 
tirelessly and helps all students to be 
successful in the classroom and outside the 
classroom. She is a mentor to other 
paraprofessionals at Wilbur and trains all new 
paras that come to Wilbur on how to be the 
best you can be. Thanks, Dale, for all you do.... 
you are amazing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 40 

Lacy Myrick 
7th Grade Language Arts 
Teacher 
 

Lacy is an outstanding teacher. She is 
dependable, a leader at Wilbur and is 
everything AVID. She is a 7th grade team 
leader and is a go-to for many teachers in the 
building for her advice and her willingness to 
share her ideas. She is remarkable with all 
students and excels in getting students to 
reach their full potential. Thanks Lacy for all 
you do! 
 

Woodland  
Health and  
Wellness Magnet 
Elementary School 

Lisa Smith 
MTSS Coach 
 
 
 
Lara Garrison 
Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
Megan Manzi 
1st Grade Teacher 
 

Lisa has done a fantastic job with coaching our 
staff, helping to lead the academic work with 
data-driven decisions and making the 
professional learning fun at Woodland! 
 
Lara has rejuvenated the music program at 
Woodland by teaching kids about the love for 
music, putting on fantastic music 
performances and building lasting 
relationships with her students! 
 
Megan has done a great job guiding 
Woodland down the path for correct AVID 
strategies implementation. She is quickly 
becoming an expert both inside and outside 
her classroom with AVID strategies and 
building-wide support. 
 

Woodman 
Elementary  
School 

Sue Schmitt 
Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Woodman Elementary Team 
Bettina Banks 
Woodman Behavior Team 
Keith Johnson 
Behavior Interventionist 
Tommy Minor 
Behavior Para 

Sue Schmitt for all the work she has put in to 
help with lesson plans and more the past 
month in the Art room. Her work is so 
appreciated and I want to make sure it 
doesn’t go unnoticed. She has volunteered 
hours of her time to organize binders for 
seating charts and has put together a fabulous 
sub tub. I am truly blessed to know her. Thank 
you Sue for being the AMAZING teacher and 
friend to Woodman Elementary.  
 
This behavior team keeps students first and 
works all day, every day in meeting the needs 
of students. They have a heart for kids and 
continue to use every tool possible to help 
students be successful. They are beyond 
amazing! 
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 Jody Foster 
Principal 
 

The Woodman staff recommends Jody Foster 
for a Good Apple Award for multiple reasons. 
To begin, she has wonderful leadership skills. 
She has slipped right in with getting to know 
the staff and learning their qualities and 
strengths. She has managed to make the 
working climate into one that is inclusive, 
supportive, and welcoming to all She listens 
with the intention to understand and feels 
empathy. She is genuine and caring. She 
advocates for staff and students. It is quite 
impressive to see her stay cool, calm, and 
collected in chaotic situations. She loves this 
career and this district. We see how much joy 
and energy she brings each day. She lights up 
the school. She is a great example of what 
great leaders should do to make people feel 
valued and supported. 
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