
Good afternoon parents, 
 
As we continue our journey to define our new educational normal for the rest of the spring 2020 
semester, I’m reaching out as promised with an update on planning in the Wichita Public Schools to 
provide our students with continuous learning opportunities. Please know that we continue to be 
guided by our commitment to student and staff safety, by our dedication to the WPSProud family, and 
by our belief in equitable continuous learning opportunities for all of our students. 
 
Please review the key updates below: 

 No school on March 23-27. Parents, please do NOT send your child to school on Monday. In 
case you missed my previous messages, Governor Laura Kelly has ordered that all Kansas school 
buildings are closed to groups of 10+ people through May 31. Your child will not return to his or 
her school building this school year.  

 Continuous learning will begin March 30. While our schools remain closed, we will begin 
offering continuous learning opportunities to students. The plan is intended to keep your child 
engaged in academic experiences. Student progress may be monitored, but there will be no 
specific assignments given or attendance taken. Priority focus will be given to our graduating 
seniors, who we will be working with to assure fulfillment of courses required for graduation in 
May. You should expect to hear more from your student’s building principal next week with 
more information about your school’s plan. 

Our district will be offering two forms of continuous learning. Parents can expect to have 
paper packets available for both English Language Arts and math beginning Monday, March 30. 
We will also be offering continuous learning opportunities using optional online programs that 
have been used in our district over the last few years. These opportunities require access to the 
internet and an electronic device. Your child’s school will be prepared to provide login and 
navigation information to assist you. 

 Students will be fed. Lunches will be available to all students 18 and younger beginning on 
Monday, March 23. On Monday and Tuesday, our community partners at Meddy’s will provide 
lunches at four locations at no cost. Beginning Wednesday, March 25, WPS will begin serving 
“super snack” non-perishable lunches at 18 locations throughout our community. The attached 
flyer provides additional detail. Please note that in order to pick up lunches for children, the 
children must be present in order to meet federal nutrition program expectations. 

 School building access is restricted. We have received many questions about access to buildings 
to retrieve medications or personal items. Our immediate priority is to return medications to 
families. School nurses will reach out to parents and make arrangements for them to pick up 
medications. No access will be granted to retrieve personal items yet. Once we get medications 
delivered, your principal will let you know how access will be granted to gather the items you’ve 
been asking about.  

 High school celebrations. My heart hurts for our high school seniors who will miss out on the 
traditional senior celebrations, and I’ve heard the same from so many parents and students. 
While I can’t change the circumstances that we face today, I can tell you that we WILL celebrate 
our graduates. I don’t know what this will look like or when it will happen, but our seniors have 
worked too hard to achieve this milestone, and we will find a way to salute their 
accomplishments! 

 
I appreciate the words of support we have received from so many of you. Our work won’t be perfect, 
but we will always keep the best interests of our students and our staff in mind. I will communicate with 
you ever Tuesday and Friday as necessary to share key information updates. If you have questions in the 



meantime, please see our web site at www.usd259.org/coronavirus. If you don’t see an answer to your 
question there, you can submit it by email to info@usd259.net.  
 
As adults we can show our children what grit and resilience looks like, and I know that we WILL make it 
through these trying times together! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Alicia Thompson 
Superintendent 
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