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It just seems like yesterday that I started my journey as the
head principal. It has been a tremendous joy getting to know
the students and staff and experiencing all of the fantastic
things that make Pleasant Valley Middle School an outstanding
place to learn. I’ve had the pleasure of meeting some of you
and look forward to the opportunity to meet those that I have
not encountered yet.
In the October edition of the Principal’s Newsletter I extended
an invitation of interest to begin a Pleasant Valley Middle
School Parent Site Team by the end of January. I would like to
have an introductory meeting on December 12th from
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm. Come out and become a member. The
next PVM Parent Site Team meeting will be on January 23rd.
The Winter Break will begin on December 15th for students.
The second quarter grades will be posted on that date. I look
forward to seeing the names of the students on the Principal’s
Honor Roll and Honor Roll. I will have those names published
in the January newsletter which will not be released until
around the 8th. Our second quarter testing is occurring now
through December 13th. Please remind your child to do their
very best on the progress monitoring tests. The information
that we gather assists us in seeing what is working well and
what areas that we still need to improve in, so that we can continue to provide the best educational experience for all of our
students. The information will also have a strong influence on
some of the classes that your child will be placed in for the next
school year.

Winter Break Learning
There will be nineteen days during the break that we do not have the opportunity to
instruct your student. Therefore, it is important that your student spends just a little
time everyday getting some type of academic learning completed. Reading a book
for just 25 minutes a day is great way to keep their minds active and in shape to
receive instruction on January 3rd.
Also, if you have access to the internet, it would be advisable for your student to log
on Mathia. This is a terrific way for your student to stay on top of the learning that
they have received in math class. It is like a free tutor. The site is user friendly and
it is highly recommended that students log on at least 45 minutes a week.

We are the premiere Middle School in this district and I am proud to be a Royal !!

Principal’s Newsletter

Page 2

TURKEY DRIVE
I want to thank you for all of your support in making this year’s
Turkey Drive a success. The generosity of the students and
staff was shown by collecting enough money to buy 32 turkeys
( $347.48) and collecting 433 canned goods. Below is a visual display of the canned goods with representatives from the
Student Council.

HOMEWORK HOTLINE

Have questions about homework? The Homework Hotline is
here to help! The Wichita Public Schools is offering support
for students at all grade levels. Students who have questions
about their assignments, as well as parents who need support
while helping their child at home, can call or email the Homework Hotline. There will be certified teachers who can answer
questions on any assignment from kindergarten through high
school.
The Homework Hotline is open Monday through Thursday
from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m. Be sure to call our hotline at 973-4411
or email your questions to homework@usd259.net
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A.P.’s Chat & Chew
Asst. Principal Lisa Riveros: Words of Wisdom
This is my second year as an assistant principal at Pleasant Valley Middle
School. Before working at PVMS, I was an assistant principal at North High. My role
as an assistant principal includes student discipline. At Pleasant Valley, we view discipline as a tool to help your child grow and learn to make good choices. It is important to PVMS’s staff to work with parents as a team when a child makes a choice
that results in discipline. Kids can make mistakes and if we work together, we can
help reduce those mistakes. I would encourage you to feel free to contact the school
if you ever wish to discuss discipline.

Choices that result in discipline can have a negative impact on learning. Students
who are disruptive in the classroom negatively impact their friends’ learning. Students who get consequences, may spend time out of the classroom in a buddy
classroom or to talk with an assistant principal. We don’t want this type of impact on
learning!

PVMS’s goal is to reduce the number of discipline referrals that reach the assistant
principals’ office. To do this, students are supervised appropriately in the common
areas at school, we communicate expectations to students, and teachers work hard
to motivate students in the classroom each day with fun and exciting lessons. As of
right now, we have about the same number of discipline referrals as we did at this
time last year. Our goal is to reduce it by 10% before the end of the school
year. Any class (6th, 7th, or 8th grade) that reduces the number of discipline referrals
second quarter from first quarter, will be given incentives at recess.

Asst. Principal Joel Escarpita: Soothing Thoughts
Dear parents,
Remember that success breeds success! So, in an effort to prepare your
students remind them daily to do their homework, study, go to bed early, and
get them to school on time or in time for breakfast, so they are ready every
morning to have a successful school day. It is our job to work together, to
provide students with an environment and the resources that will aid them in
meeting our high expectations. In addition, remember to motivate your
students to achieve and encourage them to do great things. If your student is
not a part of any extra-curricular activities encourage them to join After School
Rec, After School Tutoring, National Academic League (NAL), or join a club
or team outside of school. If clubs or teams do not interest your student, consider doing something as a family. Our teacher, Ms. Nickel recommends
visiting http://www.wichita.gov/ParkandRec/Pages/ActivitiesGuide.aspx for
information regarding activities to do as a family in our city.
We have a couple of weeks left before our winter break, let’s make them
count!
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Exploratories
Vocal Music:
The first choir concert. The Sights and Sounds of Winter was held on November 30,
6:30 in the auditorium. It was a wonderful performance by the students. If you
missed out, you missed a treat !! Ms. Prater, Mrs. Gardner and the accompanist

were fantastic in preparing the students.
Instrumental Music:

Instrumental music students are preparing for the first concert on Thursday,
December 7th. All students are required to participate as this is the equivalent
of a final exam. The performance begins at 6:30 p.m. and will be held in the
auditorium of PVMS. Student report time is 6:00 p.m. The required concert
dress is a white tuxedo shirt with black bow tie, black dress slacks, black
socks and black dress shoes. Practice and goal sheets are now required
each week through the end of the year and are part of each students’ individual grade. Please remember to pay the $25 fee for concert apparel. This was
due September 15th. Thank you.
Ms. Tuinstra

Technology:
Mr. Daniels Computer Technology:
8th Grade we are finishing up our Dragster Racers. Some of the Designs and decorations on the Dragster Racers were fantastic. We are getting into our Flight Unit
with Flight Simulator. Students are enjoying flying their planes.
7th Grade we are done with our Gliders and again the decorations on the Gliders was
fantastic. We are in our Simple Machines and Rube Goldberg Unit and hope to have
some really cool Rube Goldberg machines up and running.
6th Grade we are going through several Photo Shop lessons with our Fuzzy Pictures,
Animations, and Tessellations. The student’s projects are looking very good. The
students in 6th grade will be making a PowerPoint on all the projects they have done
this 9 weeks.

Physical Education:
Mrs. Linn Girls P.E:
The girls have been working hard on Basketball skills the last couple of weeks
preparing for Basketball tryouts.
Permission slips have been handed out for our skating unit to finish up the
year, please have your student return the slip and fee by December 8 th.

Photo Caption
7th Grade
Avid:

On Tuesday, December 5th, our class will have some special visitors that will watch
our students participate in Tutorials. They need to wear their AVID shirts to show our
PVMS pride. Students are pretty excited and nervous since they get to model what
they do best. In class, we are working on public speaking. Students will be preparing speeches on a topic of their choice and they will be graded by their peers and
myself. Hope you all have a great Winter break.

Michelle Everhart
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7th grade TEAM :
Magnificent 7- Each month the 7th Grade teacher team selects seven
students who they agree demonstrate ROYAL PRIDE by being
Punctual, Responsible, Inquisitive, Determined, and Engaged.
Students will be honored with a certificate, a few small prizes, and
having their picture taken and displayed on the school TVs.

8th Grade Team
Eighth grade social studies : Social Studies students just wrapped up the

ever-important DBQ writing project and are now focused on the National
History Day Project that is due in late January. The NHD project is a classroom AND at home project that focuses on people or events from history
that dealt with conflict and compromise and is worth a vital amount of
points. Stay on top of the work students!
Language Arts with Mrs. Busch and Ms. Turner : Students in Language Arts

will begin working on our Conflict Unit and will expand their understanding
of Conflict as a driving force in fictional works. They will analyze and reflect
upon conflict in a variety of fictional and nonfictional texts. Students will also have the opportunity to respond orally and in writing demonstrating ways
that promote positive resolutions to conflicts. Please continue to remind
your child to consistently be reading at home as well as at school. Reading
is such an important part of our students’ academic success. The second
Book Project for this quarter is due December 8th.
Photo Caption
th

In 8 grade science: Science student will be learning about potential
and kinetic energy as we wrap up the semester and will be building roller
coasters out of pipe insulator to do so! Make sure to ask your child about
their shaker table towers they built when studying waves and earthquakes.
Also, please make sure to remind your child to make up work when absent.

Math:
With flu season upon us, the 8th grade math teachers could use some
Kleenex for their classrooms. Please send some if you can. Students, your
notes are improving, continue to review and revise notes at home! Then
you can come with questions if something is unclear. We have our AVID
visit December 5th and would like 8th grade math to pop with excitement in
the binders. How is homework going? You should be seeing it Monday
through Thursday.
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Counselor’s Note

Did you k

North and Heights High School will be completing
the enrollment process with our 8th grade
students through the core math class on Tuesday,
January 23rd. In addition, North will be available in
a corner of the PVMS library on Friday, January 26th
to enroll any absent students and answer
questions from students, parents and staff.
In preparation of enrollment, please plan on

attending the Open House of your child’s next
school. Attached is the complete high school open
house schedule and enrollment information to help
ease the transition from middle to high school!
The information that is provided in the next four pages
will be useful for you and your student to go over
during the break to prepare for class choices for next
Photo Caption

year.
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More Tips from the Counselor’sDid you k
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Student recognition
“I

Earned It Pass”

Below are the three winners for December

6thgrade– Stephanie Solis-Carranza
Paloma Garcia Hernandez
Tatiana Lopez
7th grade– Jarrett Rampy
Hailey Thomison
Landon Phillippi
8thgrade– Esteban Ruiz
Anthony Thomas
Alejandro Banuelos
“I Earned It Pass’ school partners: Botanica, Exploration Place, Old
Cowtown Museum, Sedgwick County Zoo, and the Wichita Art Museum.
Students can attend, along with up to four of their family members, any
or all of the special partner programs during the assigned month for free!

all
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courses enrolled
No discipline the right things” but who would not be recognized via other means, i.e. academics or athletics.
Some students have overcome obstacles on their road to success; others are just very quiet in their daily
pursuits.

